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Phlm LAXUL 2. 
Truly God is good to Ijrael , and to ſuch as' 


are of a clear beart. 
T noſes whar a ſad tepmtarion the Plaly 
(whether Aſaph or David, is not ma 

had been ar this time , having obſerved how: 
wicked: 5 and what miſeries the godly 
"undergo ; 7 he did begin to conclude that wr wer 
great marrer whether he followed rhe ways ofp 
lineſs any more; or whether he turned ProfaneA 

' Atheiſtical :- y. 2, 3. As for me -my feet os 
gone, my ;(teps bad well nigh ſtipt; fr: I was envity 
ar the foulih ; when I 7 oy the proſperity of the w 
V, 13, 14. Verily-I have cleanſed my heart. im want. 
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Y-EY that will be at pains to > peruſe. 
Pſalm throughour , will eahly perce; 
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FY ad's Goodrefs tb his Trae 
bave T1 been Ylagued , and chaftened every morning, 
Whnle ths he was confliting With the remptation, 
the. Lord direCted him to the-uſe of a bleſſed mearis, 
whereby he came to be better inſtructed ; He went 
wto the ſanttuary ( «. e. he conſulted the Oracles of 
God , heſearched the Records ot Heaven, . rhe Ho- 
'y Scriptures, he was diligent in the practice of all 
duties of Temple-worſhip , then in uſe; he conſult» 
ed with God and his Spirit , and Feſus Chriſt, the 
Sanftuary was the T'ype and he the Antirype ) any 
then he could ſay , m_ thou haſt ſet thew in ſlippery 
places; thou caſteſt them down into deſtrutlion : how are 
they brought into deſolation, as 1 a moment ? they are ut» 
terly conſumed with terrours, as a dream,when one awak- 
&b; ſo, O Lord, when theu awakeſft , ſhalt thou deſpiſe 
their image. Having now overcome the temptation, 
he pens this Pſalm, an excellent Proſpective Glaſs for 
the Church and'People of God' in all ages; wherein 
they may lee, x, The rapery and wonderfulneſs of 
the Diſpenſations of Gods Providence towards his 
Creatures. 2, Ihat its common and ordinary, for 
-vicked men, to have worldly profperity. 3. That 
entimes, as to outward'tbings, Saints'are Or 
men the' moſt miſerable; ſo 1 Cor, x5. to the end, Pſal. 
\ 22. We are accounted all day long as ſheep far the 
 ghter. 4+ Thar they thar are mott ſpiritual, are 
«&ble to temptations ,- and in a readineſs to/tomply' 
erewith , artd: therefore let him who thinks he 
nds , rake heed' eſt he fall. $5. One of the beſt' 
_ Jeans under heaven to get victory pver a temptati- 
= on, is to go into the Sancttary ; taking it in rhe” 


- *$oare-mentioned ſenſe. Laifly ; Tempted ones tas 


"> Ming this courſt to wait upon God, in theuſe of ap» * 


- +, poinred. means, have fometime or other a glorious. 
+ .:Z=allue ; and net only ſo}, but 'they proye thre molt 
©: Eioice arid Excellent ,. the meſt humble and low- 


= 
's 
"oo" : c «a4 p ' 
bt £4 i * p 
obs LORE LS 2 ac 


& £4 +4 4 
ig, . 


=6; Let ph PT/G W177 % 
y., ths wolt te-and- loving , the mc 
RAR excelling; 1 edifying Chriſtians;' the. 
improve their | remptations , their Exerciſes unde. 
them , 92nd their iſſues out of them toſome purpoſe 
for the glory of God; the good of their own ſouls, 
and the fpiricual advantage of others; This im- 
provement the Pfalmiſt made, is worthy'of our ob- 
ſervation-' x, He is now able witha holy atlevera- 
tion to'-trelt to this-truth which be did ſo unbelie- 
vingly. queſtion , © Truly-God x good to [[rael. 2. He 
bemoans his bruitſhneſs, ſtupidicy, and. athciſtical 
' lgnorance, V. 22. So feoliſh was 1 anld ignorant, I'was 
as a beaſt before thee. ' 3; Hedidattribure his preſer- 
vation from yielding to teqgpration, to the divine 
ſupports of the free grace of God only; V, 23, Ne- 
weribeleſs thou art comtunyally with me, thou haſt: bolden 
me by thy right band: By the mercy received, 
WH he is engaged to att arfiJuciab dependance upon 
- Wh God as long as he Sai: V. 24 Thou ſhal} guid me 
with [ counſel, and afterward recerve me to $'ory, 
5. He has more ſublimared , rated, and elevared: ' 
afteftions thanever; v,25. Whom bove I in heave." 
but thee ," there is none 1m all the earth I deſire be/idis® 
thee. Laſtly , He is fylly grounded, lertled , ang 4 
eltabliſhed in this truth , that ler the wicked prass: 
ſper a thouſand cimes over, yer woſhall-be ro the by 
in concluſion ,” v. 27." For Is they that are frim {oh 
Bu periſh., thou haſt deftrojed (irs as fure as if rlionl 
d(t already-done i it). al thim-rbat gy a "whorinf 
from thee : and on the Contrary, the f: owns of Pros 
vidence on -Gogs people , ſhall never. make hip 
putof Jove-wit holineſs : 1 ſhall fill fay , -# is got 
ſor me to draw near to God ; 1 have put. my ref in the} 
bord, that I may Geelgre all thy wonks, hd 
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ze how-thi' >of the whole Plalm/ 


;ontal 
#acl. Some read: the firſt word, ' Alrhowgh,, or ; re Wit 
ſurely, 4.e. Though once F was under a ſtrong Wit 
temptation, the Deyil and my own. carnal-hearr, 
would have perſwaded-me that God did-not care: 
for his people: Notwithſtanding that to ſenſe and 
* reaſon, providences do often ſpeak forth the happi- 
neſs of the wicked , and the-godlies - miſeries; 
though. this berhe Qpinion of the vulgar 'and com- 
mon ſortof -people., yernow I can ſet my-ſeal to 
this truth , God is good to Iſrael, witha ſurely, atrw” 
ly, a verily. In the words there are theſe two 
things thar need explication; 1::Whoare the J/rad 
- here ſpakenof. 2. Whiar we are'to underſtand by 
thoſe that are of s clean heart. | 
For the Fr ; Iſrael was that Name which God 
gave unto 7acob atter he had wreſtled with the angel 
and prevailed; Ger. 32. 28. Thy name ſhall be called 
* $82 more Facub, but Iſratl, for as « Prince haſt thou power 
* with God and with men, and haſt prevailed ; Hol. 12, 
I3: The reaſon of the change of Name*was no 
doubt for honours fake. Sometimes it: ignifies- all 
| the poſterity of Jacob, Iſa. 48. 2. Hear his © houſe 
af Facob, wvich, art called by che name of Iſrael, Ro 
9. 4- 2 Cor. t1.23. Phil. 3.5. Sometimes for the 7: 
| þ Church anler the Old-Teſtament, conſiſting of they Yf. 
- | Polterity. of Facob, and Gentile Profelytes.; Pall *! 
” G8. 35. The God of Tirael is be that giveth ſtrengt0l 
” and power io bis people; and 125, latt.. Joh.” 1: 49 
9.6. For the Chriſtian Church under ch 
; L[eſtament converted ta-the faith-of Chriſt 
| - 1.Gal. 6.16. 1 Cor. 10.18. He is not & Few,whic 
png 05 wardly ; neither is that circumeifiongwhich is ou 


ges wh ge conduce to the clevrin of -what is 
1CC þ 


1n the firſt verſe,, Truly is good $0 1/+ 


= oor Soc AmQDace SAMS + 


| þ,, Rom. 2 
| New 


7 the i: bu bra * ews 
= and c ar of 
writs and not in the letter; 3 W 

but of God: Rar. 2. 28, 29: 

t penned , by It bers ſpoken of, he Ola Te 
ftament Church were principally underfiood, bur 
ir,our of this Subject, we are norto reſtri& 
itto them only. +. | 
(2, That we may che better know who thoſe of 
s clean heart are , \ this diſtintion is necellary : 
x. There is-a Legalcleanneſs of heart , Which isa 
perfect and compleart purty , according ro. what 
the-Law. requires.. '2. There's an Evangelical or 
Goſpel cleanneſs..of heart , ' which: is, 1;. & godly 
forrow and- humiliation from bearr-uricleanne(s. 
2. A holy deteſtation,. harred, . and abhorrence of 
every -fin. .- 3. ;& conſtant endeavour :every” day 
mare and more'to-be rid of fin. 4. A fincere cor- 
dial love to holineſs, and. hearr/purity, 5. A fer- 
vent and earneſt praying wich Devid , PAI Fr. 
Create ju me @ clean heart , and renie_« right ſpirit. 
within me., 6. Anuntei faith, whereby a hum- 
bled ſoul, doesnotwith of the guilt and filth ! 
of fin . lay holdon Chriſt ra, Anion and San» | 
Rification. It's of this later, and not the former, | 
the aſſertion in the Text is verified ; P/al. 32. 1,2. 
Bleſſed is the man whoſe fins us for orgiven , and hee | 
tranſg & covered ; ; bleſſed PY ihe ? manunto when | 
\the Lord pwpurerh not iniquity i and in whoſe ſpirit”, 
there i #0 
; 'By" th time you may. perceive that my Text. J 
Points: at. theſe three things: x. The goodneſs of”! 
God-Itere mentioned , is not that common provi- 
dential -bounty whereof the whole Creation are; | 

made partakers , bur the ſpecialties of Gods love} 
| ang fayour, Se + Thoygh fi There: apc many ticulay. | 
> CI 
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3 Chriſiansthat go under the name f Eturch-me 
bers, Saints, and Profeſſors, yet the ſpecialty d 
Love ,-1s the peculiar priviledgs: and portion of up 
right-hearted ones only, 35. It is a moſt infallibly 
certain; 'ahd undoubtred truth, that 'God is good ti 
his Church and people, eſpecially ſach as are ſin 

' Cere fouls. amongſt them. 'Ohow:(weer is it 
ſpeak of this goodneſs of God, but how-much mow 
ſweet tataſte of it : 1Ofirs ſweer to know it., þ ' 

much more- ſweet to feel ic experimentally, and uw 
have a lively ſenſe of his goodneſs tomy own ſoul 
1 particular. 
For the:opening-of! this more fully; 1 hall pros 
poſe this: method ,./ x. Give ſome few. Scripture 

_ proofs /of this truth, :God is gaod. to his people. 

_. 2. 'Some demonltrations thereof, from what has 
been common to his people in all ages. 3. From 
fome particular bleſlings. beſtowed pon the Je 

; under the Old Teſtament,” 4. What the goodnes 
of God was tothe Golf) pel-Chupch , as in-contradi- 
ſtintton to the Jews. . 5. What were the peculiar 

_ bleflings of God ro the Primitive Chucch,+ in;Chritt 
and the Apoltles days.” 6: Wherein the goodnelp 

. of God appeared tothe Church for the firſt Three, 
hundred: ycars after the death of Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles: '7. What from the firſt riſe of, Ancichrilh, 

| riltbe) came to his full height, and during bis reign. 

8. What the gaodprovidence of God like to be: 
from the firſt remarkable. beginning of. Antichriſt 

- ruin, to therime and perlod of his utter deſtructi- 

- on, from the beginnirg of the work of Reformas; 

- ion, tothe end of the World. COVEY n | 

Here' s Work enough carved out-for.me to] peak, ke 
. and you to hearof ; we may well lay, Who is tuf-f 

[1 2 ficicne for theſe things 5 ? We mighe-be greatly.dif' 
E | couraged, ay Frpur a a Mo uppn.ig, Were: 


4% | W5 a ets. "Pet od 
riot fof this 6ne ching ,'That God with whotnwe 
ave to do, and whoſe work' we are about, is of 

nite goodneſs, grace, mercy, love, and boun- 

Y » abundant in goodneſs and-truth ; he giveth l;- 
erally, and upbraideth no man , Jam. 1. 5. 
Firſt , For Scripture proofs. take theſe few inſtead 
many 4" Pſak 3.1. 19. 'O how great is thy goodneſs 

ich thou haſt hail up p for or them that fear thee ; which 
bou baſt Df for them that truſt in thee before the 
ws of men 'Zech. 3. laſt ver. Plal. 203.11, 12, 13. 

5, 16, 17, &c, Plal. 107. this is four or five 

mes reierated/, O. that men would praiſe the Lord, 
7 bis goodneſs and for bu wonderful works to the ſons 
7 and Pſal. 1 36. this is 26 times repeared; 
9 of the Lord , dirs for ever, and 14 | 
ſhall abundantly joan the memory 8 al 
wr rid 2 thy. ri yr mnct the 
*: en falls Fg - ſtar to anger 
griat mercy; "ns Lord is od to ak and bis tens 
\nenbies are ever dll bis wor | 
Secondly”, The conſideration of ſuch bleſlings as, 
ecommon to the upright hearted ones inall ages, 
a farther demonſtration. of thistrath,, and they 
theſe” 1x, There's.none of them; bue 1 It was up- 
the heart of God to do: them good before the 
undarion of the world ;»Eph. 1: 4,5; 6. 2 Tim. 
2; That unſpeakable daendiclle: mercy. 
| God: in promiſing and ſending his dear Son to: 
rk redendption for bis people ; is a confirmation 
| this. Foh. 3 16: God ſo loved the "wt"; 0 3. There's 
neo Gods peculiar ones, but in due time have” 
on oonaly called from carkneſs to lighr ; he 
Mrhoheirg of hell, wrath, . and damparior; and: 
$ them-for hiFown children z\T Fob. 2,1. Be- 
1d ara; mariner, of love and. goodneſs this' is; 
Ons ud fn-is thar'that all the peoplecof God 
| bave 


©. 7 


>= Tm. 5 


= 2 


'S. God's Goodndſs to bis Iſrael 
have been partakets of; 'Micab 7. 18.” Owhoiz 
God like unto our'God, that pardoneth iniquity, « 
. paſſeth by the tranſpreſſion of the remnant of his beri 


rage! la.qz.25. Ezek. 36,22. 5. Allſfuch hay 


 * -had the foul-a aving and ſanctifying graces of t 


ſpirit beſtowed upon them ; 2 Per. 1.'4. ©'6. Tho 


have'had Ordinances and means , whereby gra 

and all ſpiritual bleſſings may be comm edtt 
them, PſGl. 147. 19,20. He ſheweth bus word to 

cob , bis ſtatutes and bu judgments to Iſraeh ; he 

wot deals (o with any Nation — 7. Whatever ble 
ſings they have, all is by the tenure of a Covenan 

of Grace; 2 Cor. x. 20; All premiſes are Yea a 
Amen in Chriſt to them that believe. O the never« 
nough-admired goodneſs of this God , that has coil 
diſcended fofar, as by a voluntary Contract | 
Covenant to make ov erp Debtor to ſuch unde | 
ſerving wretches! Pſal. 34: 3:"O come let us mapuil 

the goodneſs of the Lord roger 8. God pre far 


that he has in all ages furniſhed his 
' what he knew to be moſt convenient for : 


the light of his countenance was beſt for 4 


they had; if the joys and cenſolations of the Hoh 
Ghoſt , if che hidings of his face— if poverties, 


" aches, if Ordinances , or if ſometimes the want i 


Ordinances , was good for them ;. if perſecutic 


| 
{ 
| 
{ 
"Of deliverance from'i it— He hat ſanctified ever : 
ſtare and condition,” making allthings work tor the a 
good ; Rem. 8.28. ihoneword, P/al.84.'r1. T7 « 

. . Lord is a Sun and a Shield, he grace and gill t 
s 7 good thing will he with-ho from them that 4 11 
| eighty and'37. 37. Mark the perfett mas. and 
-b « 

t 

ſj 


The. 64. 4. Tpfin.go. 22, Many, 0 Lord my God, 


be upright , behold the end of that man's | 6 


rhy wonderful works , which thou buſt done , and if 1 
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1h order befors '\thee, if 4 would declare and 
freak of theni, they are more than can be num- 
red. | 

Thirdly, The conſideration of the eminent 
2s of God's gracious Providence towards the 
Church of rhe Jews, under the Old Teſtament, 
is a proct of this rrurh ; ſome few whereof are 
theſe. 1. Ot all Nations under Heaven them 
only he ſeparated, to de a holy People for him- 
ſelt. Deut. 7. 6, 7, 8: Thou art a holy people 
unto the Lord thy God; the Lord thy Gd hath 
choſen thee to be & ot people for bimfelf, a- 
bove all the people that are upon the face of the 


earth , theLord did not fet his love upon you, nor 
thuſe you becauſe ye were more 1n number than any 
other people, for & were the feweſt of all people, 
but becauſe the Lord loveth you. | 
2. That /gyptian Deliverance, fo miraculou- - 


fly wrought tor rfem, was an eminenr a&- of - 
God's. good Providence to them, and that. in 
theſe reſpeQts. 1. He furniſhed them with a 
General every way fit for - that Expedition, ſe # 
' 10e, 26. He jent Moſes bis rye and Aaron 
 tohom he had cboſen.2.He inflicted, ten ſeveral tre- 
mendous Plagues and feartul Judgments on their _ 
perlecuting and opprefive Enemies, becaule they, 
' would not allow them liberty to worſhi God 4 
accotding to -the Command of God and their -® 
own Conſciences. P/. 165. 27. That of the cut 
ting off all che Firſt-Born of their Adverſaries*;- 
11 one night, when the def” oying Angel pa'd'® 
_ over them, is memorable z'as alſo their being in% 
Goſhen, a Land of Light for three days toge* 
Has of ll Oppo iy tut ene vry gr © 
4pite Or .allt' Upp Mey one very go» - 
tobe Saczamenral Pallverday, before they wers - | 
Eh Ed IRE brought, | 


% 


"0 - * 
Erought forth: i. He aid greatly ich Fe. 
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God's Goodneſs to bis Trael © 


with: Ear-rings x Jewels of their cruel - Task: 
maſters, Exod. 22. 26. 5. While they were ſur. 
rounded with the Red Sea,on the one hand, and 


Pharaoh's Army on the other, you know what 
| great Salvation he wrought for them. Exod, 
* IF. 1, 2,3,4,5- O ſing unto the, Lord for he 
| bath triumpbed gloriouſly, the borfe and his rider 
hath be thrown into the Sea. 


2.. The many fignal paſſages of his Provi- 
dence towards them in the Wilderneſs, do de- 
monltrate this Truth, . Truly Got is "good to 


"Ifrael. 1. He ſweetned the bitter Waters of 


Marah for. them, Exod. 15. 23. 24, 25. 2. He 
Rained Manna from Heaven upon them, and 


- gave them Quails ro eat, even when in a-pet- 
tiſh murmuring Humour, they {aid unto Moſes 
_ and Aaron, would to God we had Died by the 


Hand of the Lord in the Land of tgypt, when 


\ we. fat by the fleſh-Pots, and when we did cat 


Bread to-rhe full, for. ye have brought us f6rth 


: mto the Wilderneſs: to Kill the whole Afﬀem- 
* bly with Hunger. 3. When they Thirſted 'and 
\ had no Drink, Hecopencd the Rock, and the 


Waters guſhed out, they ran m the dry places like" 


a R:ver, Pal. 105.41: 4: Through che preva- 
[5 ; Jency. of Moſes Prado they obtained a. glori- 


--ous Victory over the malekites, Aaron and 
+ Hur, holding up his Hands, for which an Altar 


- was errefted ro the:Lord as an eternal Monu-: 
-"menrt- of that. Merv, 
[had the Pillar oft 
.*ehe e and: ſcorchi ing Le 

> of the Siin, and the | 7 of Fire by Night to 


bead" hem. 00 their wa 


Exod. 17. end. 5. They 
Cloud by Day to Koop! 


cold thereof, tand to 
: 10 the: - Bark: Py. 
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2K | : "18 all P 4 | | IT 
tov. 29. 6. They: hat the Law in a moſt {o- 
lemn way and manner-given forth from Mount 
$:naig Exod. 20. Q happy is that People that's 
under-a Theocracy, and who are governed only 
by that Law which is purely Divine ; . -Thg 
Law Moral, did in a general way teach». them - 
their Duty both to God and Man. The Ce- 
remonial -did teach. them . more particularly 
what to give unto God,- and the judicial Law - 
did inform them how rhey . ought ro walk ong 
towards. another as Members of ſuch a Body: 
Politick , Nation, Kingdom , or Common- 
wealth. 5. The-Lord di& inſtitute Tabernacle- 
Worſhip firſt in the Wilderneſs : Better bein 
the Wilderneſs with God's Ordinances, than 
in A, yr without them. | 8; When they-pro-- - 
ved Jdolatrous in erefting a Molten . Calf, 
to be a viſible repreſentation of God's march- 
ing on before them, upon their Repentance and: 
oſes's Prayer, God was gracioully pleaſed to: 
pardon their Sin,.. Exod.. 32, 11, 12, 13, '14, 
9. All that Forry Years they were in the Wil-- 
derneſs, they had no need to retew their Shooes: 
nor Garments. 10. When they were | | 
with-fiery. Serpents, they had a brazen Serpent ._.',* 
eretted, as an Ordinance of divine Inſtitution for ® 
theirRemedy andCure,Npmb. 21.9. Laſtly, Moſt ++ 
of all theſe things,their Manna, Water out pf the _ 
Rock, Tabernacles; high Prielt, Ark, Sacrifices, - 
yy WW Altars; Pillar of the Cloud, and Eire, and the bra» 4 
Ween MPG were Typical repreſentations of... © 
 Wfus Chriſt; and viſible Signs of his Preſence ge -+ ©-* 


mongſt them. I was oy yery much taken ©. 
with the. Reading of the-Fi BYE 
and Fourth Chapters of Nambers, where after : 
mmbripg My of raph, they ar6Ranked - / Þ} 
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12 God's Goodneſs to his Iirael 


- 6. 16. Who is ſhe that looketh forth as the 


-*- Time would fail in telling you what God 


[; roi ES v4 ebufit £1 andGargaſites,what (hall I tell 
* You of hiy raifing up Devorab and Barak, Gide 
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ai 


my 


in Battali2 as 7 Camp ;4n the midſt of this 
Camp was the Tabernacle, with- the Ark of 
the Covenant ; next unto it the Prieſts and Le 
vites, and round about them, the reſt of the 
Tribes ; when the Prieſts and Levites ſtood 
vith the Ark, the People ſtood, when the Ark 
moved and marched on, they accordingly fol- 
lowed; and what did all this fignifie > But 
that they were even in the Wilderneſs, under 
tae conduct of their great Caprain-General 
as Chriſt, Deut. 32. 17, 12, 13. As an 

agle fiirreth up ber neſt, and flurtereth over 
her Toung, ſpreadeth abroad her wings. So the 
Lord alone did lead him, and there was 71 
ſtrange God with him, he made h:m ride on bigh 
-places of the earth, that he might eat the im: 
creaſe of the fields, and be made him to ſuck 
honey out of the Rock, .an4 oy! out of the flint 
rock, Gen. 32. 34. Behold -mine Angel ſhall 

0 before thee; it was in Altuſjon to this march: 
ing Poſture of theirs, that the Pſalmiſt breaks 
forth, P/a/. 46. Though rhe Mountains be re 
moved, the Lord of Hoſts is with us, rhe God 
of Facoh is our Refuge, God is in the midfi 
of her, ſhe ſhall 'not be moved. 'And Carr. 


Morning, fair as the Moon, cleap as the Sun, 
terrible ag an Army with banners, 


did in dividing 7ordan ,, in pollefſing them 
2598 a Land that did flow with Milk and 
oney , in diſtributing 'to every Tribe their 


Portion and Inheritance, by lot, in driving out 
nemies, / the * Ammonites Moabites, the 
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Gideon, Sampſon," Ely, Samuel and others en- 

dued | with an extraordinary Spirit, ro be not 
only Princes and Judges over them, but alſo to 

reſcue them our-of the Hands of their Enemies, 
to whom their Sins had enſlaved them, whar 

ſhall I tell you of all the gracious aQs of ta- 

your conferred upon them under the good Kings, 
David, Solomon, Aſa , Feboſaphat, Hezekiah, 
Zofiah ? O how good was Gad to them, even 
in Babylon : How many of them were kept 
fairhful in the worſt times, he ſent extraordi- 
nary Prophets tqQ Preach Repentance to thera 
- WM atter they had. revolted. I1/azah and Feremahb 
2 WW were commiſhoned to prophely their delive- 
þ WM rance from: the Babyloniſh Captivity, Danze! 
WM prayed for ir. O how miraculouſly were they 
+ WM preſerved from Hamar's bloody Conſpiracy, and. 
WW intended Maſſacre, in Eſther and Mordecat's 
1 time. O how they were preſerved in Dane”s: 
WM time, notwichſtanding of that tyrannical Edi&t 
; WM 2udDecree,That whoſoeyer would not falldown 
. WW t-foretheir abominable idolatrous Image, ſhould. 
4 be thrown into the Fiery Furnace, QO the good- 
i neſs of God to them -1n ſtirring up the Spirit 
of Nehemiah and Ezra for rehuilding the 
WM Tcmple: O the gogdneſs of- God, - in raifing 
r, Cyr xs to be 1o favourable to'them, as to granr 
W their defire, , and give them all due Encou- 
(8 agement to go on in the Work of the Lord. IF, JF 
nM 1 thould proceed to- particulars here, I ſhould - . ? 
418 ot know where: to make an end: The pro- ; 
WM vidences of God to, them in Agyps, may bs. 4 
1 known from the 15th Chap. of Exod. nad or © 4 

i 105, and 106. P/a/ms with rhe 7th Chap. of | $# 
the AZs. If you would know God's olnes [ 

ko. them! under the Judges and Kings, 
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| + % 4% oof ve" W "25, YE þ Yo her = by 
'....* - Cod's Goodneſs to bis Iſrael 


| . 'gwvean Hiſtorical Faith, as ro any other Hiſtories. 


| cauſe the Cherubims of Glory covered it,. as 


[+ - . of God, 7. e. his Worſhip which was firſt Prea- 


F Foſhua, Fudgesy Samuel, Kings and Chronicles 
F *  It-while in Baby/or; Read Eſther, Ezra and Ne. 
hemiah :' after the deliverance Read the Books 
commonly called Apocrypha, to which we may 


} how gloriouily good was God in raifing up 
"es Maccadexs to reſcue his- Brethren, and 

eople from the cruel Tyranny of Antochs 
Epipbanes. A {ſhort Epitome and Summary Re: 
capitulation of all you have, Rom. 9.4, 5. Who 
are 1/raelites to whom pertaineth” the Adoption, 
they . were the only Children of God, and 
the Glory, z. 2. either all that Glory -whereby 
God exalted them: above others in reſpe&t of 
many miraculous Deliyerances, or the Ark of 
the Covenant ſo called, 1 Saz. 4. 21, 22. Be- 


alſo ,it was a Shadow and Figure of the Di- 
vine Glory. and Majeſty of God, P/z/. 26.8, 
Heb. 9..5. And the Covenants, 72. e. the Tables 
of the Law, Deut..9.11. Heb..g. 4. And the 
i FLawgiving, z..e. the judicial Law, the, former 

" being underſtood of.the Moral ; and the Service 
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ched in the Tabernacle, afterwards in Solomon's 
Temple, and the promiſes, to wit of ſcgging 
the Meiſhah, and with him all other Bleſtings 
, and Benents, As 2. 39, Eph. 2. 12. whoſe are 
the Fathers, z. e. they were deſcended . of the Ml 
Patriarchs, and the Fathers are of: them, and W- 
'&- of whom. Chriſt is for» as much as_ concern , Ml 
[#* the Fleſh, who is God over all, Bleſſed for 
| ever. Amen. y by _ 5 
l/s Before I proceed, I would have you make 

1 this uſe of what has been ſaid. 1. Was- God . 
|= Yo.good to his People of Old? And.is my 
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> ſame till, YcRterday.coDay,andfor-evermore> _.._ 
at? in the Lord and do good, and verily 
thou ſhalt be fed as well-as rhey, P//. 37. 3. 
The Mercy of _the Lord. endureth for ever. 
>. When the Lord's peculiar ones provoked him 
with their Sins, they were not privileged 
with” an exemption from Prniſhments, .as we 
may ſee at this Day : Let us learn to ſtand in 
awe, and fear to oftend. This very uſe'-the - 
Apoſtle Pa/ makes: of this point, Row. IT. 
20, 21, 22, 23. Becauſe: of . unbelief they were 
broken off, and thou, ftandeſt by Faith : Be not 
high-minded, but fear : For if God ſpared not 
the natural branches, take heed leſt he alſo 
ſpare not thee : Behold therefore the goodneſs 
and ſeverity of - God on them which fell, ſeve- 
rity, but towards thee, goodneſs if thou continue 
in his goodneſs ;, otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut 


off. PER 
"Fourth ,. God's. goodneſs to . his Goſpel- 


Church far exceeds his goodneſs to them of 
old. 1. Goſpel-Convertsare far more numerous 
than formerly ; rhe Zews and their Proſelytes 
were but very few in compariſon of all the reſt of 
theWorldthen,and of Goſpet-Converts now. For 
now there are Thouſands in Germany,/Thouſands _ 
in France, Thonſands in Britaine, Netherlands. 


2. Chriſt himſelf is now aCtually come, Dead,”. - 1 


Riſen; | Aſcended and Glorified, and therefore : 
the:Glory of the latter Houſe, is greater than 
that. of the former, ag. 2. 9::They were 
promiſed that. he ſhould come, and were ac- - 
cordingly | to- believe on him, which made 


' honelt- | Abraham ſo to rejoyce 'inuſeeing his 


Day, - though but: afar of. - O-how good is - © 
the Lord then, to, us;” whoſe lor is fallen'vnder _ © © 
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this diſpenſation 'of Grace',” Where we may 


clearly diſcern, that the work of reconciliation 
.between God and us, is perteRly accompliſhed, 
Divine Juſtice is ſatisfied "to the fall; and all 
our Enemies ſo far conquered, that they cannot 
in the leaſt injure -us. 3. God hath delivered 
us from the Ceremonies of Mo/es's Law ; a Yoak 


that neither 'they nor their Fathers were well 
able to bear, Aﬀs 15. 10. Theit Ceremonies 
were ſo many, and each of them ſignificant, 
that it was a' great burden -to their Memories 
. | to.remember all : They were alſo very , coſtly 

and chargeably, they muſt kill many Lambs, 
Goats, Bullocks, keep ſeveral ſolemn. Feſtivals, 
and all at Zerufalem; but now the goodneſs of 
God to us 1s in this, that he does not put us 
upon any ſuch tedious Journies, he does not re- 
quire . ſuch chargeable Sacrifices of us, . nor ſo 
Iimit his Worſhip to any one place, but it is 
as acceptable in one as another, Fob 4. 24, 25. 
x Tim. 2. 8. Deliverance - from the Ceremonial 
Law, -is an att of favour to us uporr this ac 
count alſo, that it was a Wall of ſeparation, 
In a viſible way to diſtinguiſh betwezn the 7ear 
and us, to fignity that they were the People of 
God and we ' not, Epheſc 2. 14. Colof. 2. 14 
4. Their Ordinances were comparatively cat: 
nal,” eb. g. 10. Which ſtood only in Meats and 
: Drinks and Waſhings, and were impoſed 


on them. till - the rime of Retormarion;' 


. ours are far'more Spiritual , - they had' my 
. -Sacraments, to wit Manna, the Rock, the Pit 
:lar of the Cloud; brazen -Serpem, Circumcil 
on, and rhe paſchal Lamb, in ſtead ot all theſe, 


5+ Though the 


ovenant; + under which 


we have only Gy 6 and the Lord's Co 
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who ſhall - afcend————4he word ts nigh. thee; + 
even in thy Mouth, 'and in thine Heart, that 

if. thou ſhalt * confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord 
Teſus, and ſhalt believe im thine Heart; that 

God: bath” raiſed. him from the Dead, thozw 
ſhalt be - ſaved. 2: Pheir's was-adminiſtred by 

the Hands of Moſes, a typical - Mediator on- 

ly ; ours by "Chriſt himſelt, Ga/. 3. 19: Heb. 

1. 1, 2. God who at ſundry times, and int 
divers manners, ſpake in time pa ſt unto. the 
Fatbers-- by "the 'Propbets, bath mn (theſe oft 
Days ' ſpoke unto i1us by his Son , whom he © 
hath appointed heir 'of all things. © 3. The dif. 
——— they were under, was full of Dread; 
Horrour and Terror;\Ga/.'4.end." Heb. 192. When 

the Law' was given” forth from Sar ,- the 
Mount-was all ina Fire, to.-point at'the hot © - 
burning Wrarh they-might look for, in caſes 

they were found tranſzreffors; yr's frromMoune 
Sion/vis- full of - Meckneſs, Getlenefs,. Mercy 

and Love. St. 7obr, If ye love me keep my Com- 
Mandments: 4. The promiſes-of vur Covenant | 
te 'berter- than theirs, if they did obferve'the, . » | 
Satute&##and. Ordinances of God; they \mighe- _ 
warrantably - expeCt - to be bleſt in their Basker 

and Store, and ſuck other temporal - things; | ac 
$ording--t0- Dexr. 28. - But now- though we . 
4-2; 1 .. | canno8 1b 
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[38 CofrCoodneſotobis Iſracl | 
cannot hy vertue of 'a promiſe expe Blefling 


of this kind upon our obſeryation of Diving 
Pe:cepts, bur rather the contrary, Matth. tt 
Whoever will be my Diſciple muſt deny hin: 
Jelf;” rake up bis Croſs, and follow me. And 
"Ate 4. Through manifold Temptations or Tri 


- bulations, we muſt 'all enter into the Kingdon 


of Heaven. And 1 Tim. 2.12. Al! that wil 
troe -Godly in Chriſt Feſus, muſt ſuffer Per: 
ſecution ; yet we may expett Spiritual Bleſſmgy, 
and that in a Sonnes meaſure than they. 1, 
We are. promiſed greater plenty of Spiritual 
Knowledge than they. That of 1/a. 11. 9. 
lates to goſpel-Times. The Earth ſhall be full 
of the Knowledge: of the Lord, as the Wajer: 
cover the Sea. And'35.5-Then ſhall the eyes q 
the blind be opened, and the -ears of the dea 
RR And 32. 3,4. And 42: 16; 1, wil 
bring the blind by a way they know not, | 
will lead them in paths they have- nd 
Rnown: 1 will make darkneſs 1ight before then, 
and crooked things ſtrait; Thefe things twill I @ 
wnto them; and not forſake them, 2 Cor. 3. 1 
' 26, 18. And 4. 3. The Preaching of the G6 
\ Jpel is not Darkned with: Types, Figures and Ce 
——_— as in the Days of old. | 2. Spirituil 
Fruittulneſs is promiſed to us, Matrh 21. 41 
The Kingdom of . God. ſhall © be. taken fri 


_ and given to a Nation. bringing forth 


the Fruits thereof. 1/a. 35. 7, 8. In'the wldernef 
ſhall waters break out, and ſtreams in the dt 
fert, and ihe parched ground ſhall become 4 
pool,” and the thirſty land Springs of water. ii 
#he habitation of dragons, where each lay, ſhall 
be reeds and ruſhes. _ 2; Spiritual peace, j( 
ad comfort is promiſed. to our Days, 1/a- 3; 
; VN; | TS | (ES 
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9. The Work of Righteouſnels ſhall he 
an the effeQt of Righteouſneſs quicwelt ag 
offurance-for ever, Rom. 5. Begin: Being juſtifi- 
ed by Eaith.' we have Peace with God through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord, by whom alſo we have 
acceſs by © Faith into this:Grace wherein we © 
tand and rejoyce in hope of the Glory of © 
God; and not only ſo, but we Glory in 1ribu- 
lation alſo, - knowing that Tribulation work- 
eth Patience, ' and Patience E « ig and 
Experience Hope: and Hope .maketh not. afha-: - 
med, oy \the Love of God is ſhed ahroad_ . + 
into our \Hearts by, the boly Ghoſt. 1 Pet, 1; 
Ins- whom belizving ye rejoyce with a ' Jby ut- 
ſpeakable* and full-of Glory, a4. We have 
the promiſe 'of the Spirit more than they, 
Foel 2. 28. I will pour out my Spirit upon all - 
Heſh.  Aﬀs 2. 17. I/a. 44. 3. O how good is 
the Lord to us in this reſpeCt, if we are not 
wanting to our ſelves through 'unbelief ; the 
diſpenſation 'under which we are, promiles the 
poutings forth of the Spirit to us, O!--who 
' ate we' that we ſhould be+thus. dealt by? __-.- . 
Let's make ſome uſe of- what has. been - + 
faid as to this head, and ſol go on, £4 
' 1, Lat Menand Angels be ſummoned in to - 
-admire and adore, - let our Souls and all that's ' 
; Within'us, Extoll and Magnifie the rich Grace 
. and-Goodneſs” of. this God, - that has caſt oft . - 
*his Ancient” People, and has-taken us gentile _ 
"finners; who" were Aliens from the Common» - 
wealth af I/rae!, and Strangers to the Cove» 
- nant,” "and 'made- us heirs of tha promiſes, _ * 
- Rom.++.17. O the depth of. the Riches both + 
- otthe Wiſdons and Knowledge - of God, how - - 
| © Whiearchable are his Judgments and .his Ways , * 
WD; '- 2 
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Olives,” that we ſhould be grafted .in amongſt 
the Natural Branches, and partake of the 


fatneſs of the Olives! O blelled are your Eyes 


and Ears which ſee and hear ſuch things as 
were denyed many - of the Fathers ! See Rom, 
T1.  Epbeſ. 3.8, 9, io. Aﬀs 28. end. O how 
g00d is this God that has inveſted every par- 


ticular Church of gentile Believers, with grea-, 


ter privileges .than- their National - Church 
had, and private Chriſtians are in fome reſpeCtts 
privileged beyond their Church Officers, Rev. 
I. 4. He hath made us Kings and Prieſts to 
God, to ofter up Spiritual Sacrifices of: Praiſe 
and Thankfgiying 'to him through Chriſt. 

- . 2. Study ro walk worthy of this goodneſs 
of the Lord unto all well-pleafing, G/. x. Let 
every 9oul ſay, O what ſhall I render-to the 
Lord. r. Take heed thou doſt not live in any 


the leaft Sin; beware of Ignorance; it. any. 


thing prove the Condemnation of the World, 
it will be this, That hght rs come, and they de 
tight in darkneſs more than in light, John 3. 19. 
We may now ſay, 2 Cor. 4. 2. It our Goſpel 
be hid. it's hid to them that.. Periſh. + beware 


of unbelief, Fohn 3. 18. He that belteveth not 


on him, is condemned already, becauſe he. hath 
nor believed ' in the Name of the only begotten 


- Son of God. © beware of ingratirude, and -turn-. 
Ing Grace into. Wantonneſs, Frde 4. . There ate” 
certain Men who- were before of old, ordain- | 


_ ed to Condemnation; -ungodly Men turning the 
Grace of God into Laſciviouſlneſs——Say rather 


Rom. 6.1. Shall T Sin becauſe 'l am under... 


_ Grace? God forbid. 2. Think it, not enough to 
- abſtain” from Sin, and to have true Grace, but 
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aſt finding out !, .O what are we - poor wil 


- - that 
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that:your Graces may in ſome meaſure be an- 


ſmerable to the Covenant you are under ; has ; 


God been pleaſed to make great promiſes, and 
wilt not thou labour tor tuch a Faith 'as ma 


apply . theſes promiſes according to their full ' 


Latitude and - extent ? Has God now manifeſt. 
ed the Riches of his Grace in reconciling the 
World to himſelf, through his Son , de- 
claring . alſo, that whoſoever will believe on 
him ſhall be ſaved ? And why art thou ſtill in 
2 doubting and queſtioning Condition ? 3. La 

out your ſelyes in_ gloritying this good God, 
eſpecially in theſe two. 1. In a Golpel-Frame 
of Spirit, Co. 3. 12. Put 'on therefore as the 


Ele of God. dearly: and beloved 'bowels of 


Mercies, kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meek- 
neſs, long-Sufjering, ' forbearing one another and 


oreroing one another : If any Man have a. 


quarrel againſt any, even - as Ch1 
you, ſo alſo do ye, and above. all-t 


ij forgave 
Deſe things 


put. on Charity, which is the Bond of perfettt- 


on, and let the Peace of God Rule in your 
Hearts ;. to the which alſo ye were called in one 
Body and be -ye thankful. 2 In a Goſpel- 
Converſation,” Phz/. 1. 27. Rom. 13. 12, 13, 14, 
The Night 3s far ſpent, the day ts at hand, let 


us therefore caſt off the works of darkneſs, and. 


leti us os on. the armour of vieht;. let. us walk 
Y 


honeſtly, as in the day, not in rioting and drunk- -: 


enne/s," not 11 ſtrife. and envying, not 17 Cham- 
and- wantonneſs , but put ye on the 


bering 
Lord Feſus. 4. Take all in good part that 
comes from the Hands of a good ' God. Learn 


Contentation with a ſuffering Condition, 'and 
a perſecuted . State: Live by Faith on the pro- 


nuſes matle to perſons in ſuch a Condition, .v 


- 


mY ' Gods Gobdmeſs to bis Iſrael 
' Fobn 16. 23. In the World ye ſhall have tribu: 
tation, but be of good chear, I have overcome 
.. the World. Mark 10. 29, 30. Jeſs Sanh unto 
& them,verily I ſay unto you, there 1s no Man 
' Thar bath left houſe, or brethren, or ſiſters, or 
 - father, or mother, or wife, or children, or landr, 
for my ſake and the goſpels, ' but+ be -ſfhall re- 
cerve an hundred-fold ' in this time, | houſes, 
and brethren, and ſiſters, and mothers, and'chil- 
dren, and lands, with perſecutions; and in the 
world to come eternal life. Matth. 5. 10, 11. 
Bl:jſed are they which are perſecuted for righ | 
zeouſneſs fare, fer theirs 1s the Kingdom of ll © 
Heaven, bleſſed are ye, when Men ſhall revile p 
you, and perſecute you; and ſhall ſay all mhan- 
ner of evil of you falſely for my ſake. Re- | 
Joyce and be exceeding glad, for great is your | 
Feward in heaven, fo perſecuted they the pro- 
phets. which were before you. 1 Pet 4.14. If 

. ye are reproached for the Name of Chriſt, hap-. 
py are ye, for the Spirit of Glory and of God 

. Feſteth upon you, on their part he is evil ſpoken 
- of, but on your part be is glorified. And 16, 17, ; 
. 18. If any Man ſuffer as a Corifion, let 'bim : 
t 
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not be aſhamed, but let him glorifie God on 
this behalf, for the time ts cone that judgment 
*r muſt begin at the Houſe of God, and if it 
firſt begin at us, what |ſhail the Jend be of 
*» #hem that obgy not the Goſpel of. God, where- 

fore let them that ſuffer according to the Will 

of God, commit the keeping- of their Souls to 
" bim in well-doing, as unto a. faithful Creator, 

And 5. 10. -But the Gad'of all grace, whohath. 
 * called us unto his eternal glory by Te 
': Chriſt, after rg have ſuffered a while, 
'' '/ wake ye perfett, ſlabhiſh, firengthen, ſertle 0 
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the Churches Power to impoſe 'Ceremonies, 


2 Tim. 1. 12. For the G 


ſuch as are of meer 


or the Goſpel of Chift I ſuffer . 
theſe things, nevertheleſs ja not aſhamed, for ©: 
1 know whom I have. believed, and I am per- 


ſwaded that he. 1s able to keep that which I have © 


committed unto him againſt that day. And 2. 10, 
11, 12. Therefore I endure all for the eletfs ſake, 
that they may alſo obtain the ſalvation, which 
is in Chrift Jeſus, with eternal glory. It is @ 
faithful ſaying, If we be dead with him, we 


ſhall alſo lrve with him, if we ſuffer with him, 


we ſhall alſo reign with him. Rom. 8. 17, 18, 
25, 36. 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18.- Laſtly, Study a 
thankfull improvernent of your privileges for 
all. God's goodneſs towards you. 1. Seeing 
it coſt Chriſt no leſs than his - precious Blood 
to purchaſe a , liberty for: you, from the Mo- 
ſaical Ceremonies, which were once of Divine 
Inſtitution, and conſequently much more :from 

humane Inſtitution, ' whe- ' 
ther | Heathenifh or Antichriſtian, you ought 
not upon any .pretence whatſoever, ſuffer your 
ſelves. to -be *intangled again with that Yoak 
of Bondage; . There's a great _ noiſe about 


$ 
e'-7 
Yours 


in - matters indifferent ; . but. I dare be ' bold 


1, if . there be ſuch a thing in the World Þ*® 
-as Chriſtian Liberty. in- any thing, it is nor \* 


to be impoſed. upon in , Ceremonies; and it 


tage -it i not leaving thoſe things indifferent 
* which. 


a 
£1 A | 
Jeſus Chtift, is freely , made over _to us, let's + 
therefore improve this privilege, 10 .jas every © 

| a ab {, moment . 


any , thing, be a lording it oyer the Lord's heri-. 


which. iſt bath left indifferent Chriſtian 
iberty 15 not eafily_ to he 'parted with,. be- 
uſe it coſt Chriſt ſo dear. . 2. All that me- 
atory. fulneſs of Grace and Spirit that's in 
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[5X ©" God's Goodneſr to bio Iſrael. * 


- this Privilege, in coming with a full aſſurance 


_ and 10. 22, 23, 24: '4. Through God's graci- 
Chriſt, his Bleiſings, Benefits, Death and Inter- 


}. _ triumphed over Principalities and Powers, Sin 
,*” © Goſpel Saint, that thou art afraid of him ; 


| deptive thee thereof. / 


_ extraordinary Commiſſion to Fob Baptiſt to be 
God and Saviour of tho-World; 'Jt-was he that 


moment. upon” all occafions to be' ſtill fetch. Wh f 
ing ſupplies tor our Soul-wants : © From this Ml t 
overflowing Fountain, ſay thus, Lord, 1M v 
want Wiſdom, Faith, Patience, Power againſt Ml 
Corruptions, Temptations, Enemies — 77 my Ml 
| Fleſh dwells no good thing, but oh, is there Ml © 
not - Goodneſs and Grace enough in thee; and IM *' 
is not this Goodneſs: oft thine communicable ; b 
Out of thy Son's fulneſs let me receive grace for Ml © 
grace, Joh. 1. 16. 3. Through that new and a 


living way, we have liberty of acceſs to the 
throne of Grace. Let us accordingly improve 


of Faith, to find grace and help in time of need: 
Ler's comme with a Child-like confidence; with a 
holy and humble boldnels, eb. 2. end, and 4. end, 


ous Goodneſs, we are made Joint-heirs with 


ceſſfion, are all ours ; improve this Privilege to 
a deliverance from {laviſh fears. If Chriſt hath' 


and Satan, Death and the World, what is Man, 


if he * has purchaſed pardon of Sin. peace of 
Conſcience, the Joys of the Holy*Ghoſt,. Grace 
here, and Heayen's Glory. hereafter, thou need'ſt 
not tear.thaf the Powers of Hell ſhall be able to 


ifthly, God was very good to; the primitive 
Church in the days of Chriſt and' the Apoſtles; 
and.that in theſe reſpetts. 1. He did; as it 
were from Heaven, give an immediate Call and 
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the Harhinger and: Fore-runner ' of the Son of 
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firſt btought into the. World the good news of 
the near-approach of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
which/-did call aloud upon them to, Repentr, 
Matth. 4: 2. The aggravation of the Mercy was 
in the feaſonableneſs of it, he was ſent at ſuch' 
a time; when the Church was. fo deeply cor- 
rupred, that there was hardly the face of a vilt- 
ble-Church to be ſeen-upon them. Sze further 
of him, 1. 40. 3. al. 4. 5, 6. Matth. 2.7, 8,94 
Mark 1. 8. Luke 3. 16. Fob. 1: 26. Matth. 34 
11, 12. Matth. 11: 14. Luke 1. 15, 16, 17. ©. 

' 2. The primitive Church was honour'd with 
Chriſt's own corporal Preſence amongſt them z 
hence they wzre called the Children of cheBride- 
groom; ' and it could nor but be a day of re- 
Jjoycing to them, to hear the Bridgroom's voice, 
Foh. 3. .29. Mark 2. 19. When that good Wos 
man, El;zabeth, heard of the Salutation of Ma- 
ry, the Babe leaped-in her Womb, and the was 
filled with) the Holy Ghoſt. Luke 1: 41. Mary 
her {elf broke forth into a Doxology and Song 
of praiſes, which you may ſze Luke 1:46. ro 
55. ZLacharias allo was filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and Prophefied, ſaying, Bleffed be the. 
Lord God of Ifrae!, for he hath wifited and re- © 
deemed bis people," be bath raiſed up a horn of 
Salvation fe us-in the bouſe of David, as he 
ſpake by 'the mouth of his holy Prophets, which 
bave been ſince the world began. — The very _. 
Angels in Heaven thought it_not roo mean ari 
Employment. for them; to bring this Meſſage 
to the _ Shepherds, Luk. 2. 8,:9,.10. Fear not, 
for, behold, I bring: you good tydings. of. great joy 
which ſhall be to all people 5 for unto you is born. \ 
this day,'in the City of David, a Saviour, which 
is Chriſt the Lord, vees 3. 14. 4nd /udden'y 
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f his faithfulneſs, in making good what he had 


26 - Col's Goodneſs to bir Tirael | 
- there was with the Angel a multitude of the 
' beavenly hoſt, praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory 
to God in the- bigheft, and on earth peace, 
good will towards men : And that good old Man, 
Simeon, verſe 28, 29. When he had ſeen the 
Child, Feſus, he took him up in his Arms, and 
blefſed God, ſaying, Now /etteſt thou thy Ser. 
vant depart in peace according. to thy word, for 
mine eyes have ſeen thy Salvation ----- a tight ty 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Ifrael., Chriſt himſelt heing come, they might 
now know, that God was a great . Lover of 
Mankind z now they had an ample proof of 


tong before promiſed : Now they might be ſure 
that Shadows would flee away, the' Subſtance 
being come : Now they might be affured of the 
_downfal of the. Devil's Kingdom ; witneſs the 
filencing the Oracles of Zupiter, Apollo, and 
Hecate; as allo the locking up the Temple of 
Fanus. L 

' 3. God's goodneſs to the primitive Church, 
 » was in furniſhing them with Paſtors according 
to his” own Heart; . the greatneſs of which 
| Mercy may appear from the Confideration of 
theſe Circumitances. 1. The number of ptt- 
mitive Church-Officers was perfe& and com: 
pleat for ſpecies and kind; there was none 
wanting which her Condition did then call for. 
-Of extraordinary Officers there were- Twelve. 
Apoſtles, As 1. 1. Seventy Evangeliſts ; particu: 
lar Churches had their ordinary -Officers, to 
wit, Biſhops, 2. e. Paſtors -and Teachers, -to 
whom the Adminiftration' of Ordinances, and 
Overſight of the Flock was committed, Pref: 
** byters or Elders,” who were to look to the Fes 
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dts. 2 RS a 
wles Manners, and Government of the Churchs 
i Tim. 5. And Deacons, who were to take care 
of the Poor, As 6. begin: 2. There was then 
2 parity and equality of all Officers in their 
kinds : Amongſt the TT none claimed. a 
Suneriority over the reſt : Peter's Supremacy 
was' hen unknown z as the Keys of rhe King- 
dom of Heaven were given to him, Marth. 164 
19. ſo alfo to the reſt, oh: 20. 23: The very 
afeQarion of pre-eminence,. was, in thoſe days; 
diſtaſtful to Chriſt, Maz?h. 18. t, 2, 3, 4- and 

20. 25, 26. Feſus called them unto him, "arid ſaid, 

Te know that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe 
dominion over them, but it ſhall not be ſo among 
you; but whoſoever will be great among you, let 
him be your Miniflter ; and whoſoever will be 
chief among you, let him be your Seryant;, even 
as the Sort of man came not to be miniſtred un-" 
to, but to-minifter. — And as it was diſtaſtftul 
to Chriſt, fo alſo to themſelves. Aarth. 20. 
21, 22, 23, 24. When the ten beard what the 
Mother of Zebedee's Children had asked. for 
ber two Sons, they were moved with indignai' 
tion againſt them: And as one Apoſtle was not - 
over the reſt of the. Apoſtles, ſo there was a © 
parity between Biſhops and Presbyters; - 7: e: ©": 
ordinary Preaching and Ruling Officers or EL- 

ders; | they were not two diſtin Offices nor 

cers.z as may appear fronf A. 20. L74- | 

with 48. whom he had called Presbyters v. 17% 
he calls Bifhops v. 28: 42. From Philzp. 1. 1, 
he direQs the Epiſtle to the Biſhops and Dea- 
cons : Phylipp: being blic a City, it. cannot be 
imagin'd that - there were Metropolitart of Dio- - 
celah Biſhops, in the plural number, in it 
thetefore-the Biſhops a ſpoken' of; were 9 


| w.. 
SOS AT 4 


— 


28 I od's Goodneſs to his Trae '. © 
ly ofdinary Church Officers : This is the ol 


- ſervarion of Chry/oftome on the Text. 3. From 
Tit. y. 5. with.7. For this cauſe left T thee i 
Crete to ordain Presbyters;, for a Biſhop muſt 
be blameleſs — This for mult either be a reaſon 

of what is in the preceding verſe, or it ſignifies 
nothing; the qualifications required in both are 
the ſame, therefore they are not diſtintt Officer, 
4. From 1 Per. 5. 1, 2. The Apoſtle exhorts the 
Presbyters to watch over their Flocks — v. 5, 
taking the overſight of them, inezonZymus, Bi. 
{hoping it over them ; The Work of bork js 
the ſame, and therefore the Office is the ſame, 
5. From Epbe/. 4. 11, 12. where all ſorts 0 
Officers, both extraordinary and ordinary, are 
reckon'd ; and it Lord Prelates be neither Apo 
files, Evangelifts, Prophets, Paſtors, nor Teach: 
ers, They are none of Chriſt's Creatures, butdf 

. Humane Inſtitution. 6. From 1 Ti.,3. 1. to 
V. 8 begin. where the Apoltle gives Rule 
for the Examination and Ordination of a Biſhop, 
and then immediately. he palles to the Ottic 
of a Deacon, without ſo much as mentioning an 
thing ot. a Presbyter; as taking it for granted 
that Biſhop and Presbyter. were one and ths 
ſame, the Rules tor Examination. and Ordina 
tion cf both are the fame. And thus you it 
God was good ro the Primitive Church, in gi 
” *+ "Ing her ſuch Ollicers, as did neither Lord | 
| - over one another, nor over the Lord's Heritage 
A Third circumſtance of-this Mercy; was, the 
extent of the Apoſtolical Commithon, Marth. 

Go Preach the Goſpet to all the World , wheres 
formetly it was confimn'd within the compals d 

the Land of Zzdea; ſuch is the goodneſs of Gd 

. to the Sons of Men now, that he is not willing 
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any ſhould periſh, but all ſhould come to th& 
knowledge of the Truth. See AZ. 10. 28, 347- 

25. + ark 16. 15. Luke 24. 47. A, 1.8. and 

'20. 21. Rom. 1.4, 5. 4. He did furniſh the A- 
poſtles with variety of: eminent Gifts and Gras 

ces, ſuirable ro their Work , - they .had ſuch a 
Gift of Preaching, that they needed not Read 

or Study,” but Oy {pake by immediate Infpira- 

tion Trom the Holy Ghoit, Ga/. 1. 11, 12. Eph, 

2. 3.. At one of their Sermons three Thou- « 
ſand Twere Converted, Af, 2. 41. At another 

five Thouſand, A. 4. 4. They had a Spirit of 
Prayer, they needed not a Book to read a Prayer 

by a ſet form : They had the Gift of working 
Miracles, Matth. ro. 8. By laying on-of hands 
they could .confer the gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon others, AZ, 8. 17. and 10. 44. and 19. 6, 

In matters of Faith; that concerned the Salva- 

tion of Sinners, and the' Church's Edification, . 
they were ated by a Spirit of intallibility, ob, 
6.,73- . They * could: infli corporal Puniſh». 
ments-upon- notorious Hypocrites and Blaſphe- 
mers, AZ. 5. 9, T0. and 13. 11. 2 Cor. 10, '6. 
They were endued with a prophetical. Spirit, 
whereby they could foretel things to come, \ . 
Rom, 11, 25, 26, 2 Theſſ..2. 2.1 Tim. 4. 1. 2 Tims *© 
3.1, ob. 16. 13. The, whole Book: ot the Revee ». 4 


lation 1s _prophetical. Ty” 
4. Conſider the Church it felf, and. God's” 
goodnefs. was great to them. in theſe reſpefts, ' - * 
1. 'Of Ordinances. 2. Order and Government, 2, 
Of the Purity and Simplicity, of the Fruth in thoſs 
days. 4. Of their Gifts. 5,” Their Graces. 6, 
Perſeyerance. 7.: Sufferings; _ 1ſt, They had no 
Ml Qrdinances but what were of Divine Inſtitution; 
ml ele alſo were divinely fete and a gle 


30 God's Goodneſs to hjs Trac! 

- Tious Preſence of God was that, that did high 
ly þeautifie all their Adminiſtrations. AF. g, 
31. When they had prayed, the place was ſhaken 
where they were aſſembled, and they were 'all 
filled with the Holy Gheſt. Rev. 1. 12, 14. In 
'the midſt of the ſeven golden candlefticks was 
one like unto the Son of man, cloathed with q 
Garment down to the foot, and girt about the 
paps with a gelden girdle, i. e. Jelus Chriſt who 
1n reſpett of his Prieftly Othige had a tender 


Heart, ' and was hoth willing and ready t# do 
them good. Hrs head and his hair were white 
like wool, as white as ſnow, and bis eyes were 
" as a flame of fire, i. e. In reſpeQt of his Pro 
pherical Office, he did ſhew himſelf, in all their 
Church-Adminiſtrations, to be full of Wiſdom, 
Gravity; Prudence, and Underſtanding ; Ad his 


feet like unto fine braſs, as if they burned in q 
Furnace ;, and bis voice was as. the voice of ma 

*ay - waters, i, e.- He did OOAane'y © COnquet 

* many ftout-hearted and rebellious Sinners, by 

.__ virtueof his Kingly Power and Regal Apthori: 
...-ty in his Ordinances, P/. 110. 3, 4 and 45- 
=, - 2dly, God was:good in refpett of that good 
Order, Diſcipline and Government that was a: 
#.-- monglt them ; . Chriſt 'himſelf was their Sove. 
;*.”raign and Supreme Law-giver ip. al Church: 
-_. -. . matters, according to what was ,Prophefied, // 
/' 9. 6,7. The government ſhall be upon bis fhaul: 
-ders : Z&ch.'s. 13. Even he ſhall burld the ten: 

ple 'of the Lord, and+ he ſhall. bear the glory; 

I and he fhall fit and rule upon his throne. The 
", - Keys of the Kingdoms of Heaven were pur in 
-, the hands of thoſe that were faithful: Of Pe: 
Ter; Matth. 16. 19. Of all the Apoſtles, Fob. 20. 
Pf thewhole Church, March, 18, 17, 38, Hers 
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in was their Order and. Polity ; that Cliurch” 


Officers tnedled only with what was proper tof_- - 


them, to wit, "the Authoritative exerciſe of 
Church Power; and the Church medled with 
nothing but what was proper for them. In ths 
Primitive Church, during the firft Century, no- 
thing was done /ine conſenſu plebis, without the | 
conſent of the People, as Mr. Zacob proves by an 
hundred Teſtimonies out of the man AVE; 
they had the power of choofing their owa Oli» 
- cap, A. 1d, and 6. begin. Of admittin 
embers, as 1n the caſe of SavPs ſeeking to ad- 
Join himſelf, who was hindred by the Brethren 
 'of the/ Church, rill they received fatisfattion 
from Barnabas's. A. Of caſting out oftending 
Members, .x Cor, 5. Of readmitting Excom- 
; municate Penitents, 2 Cor. 2. Their order was, 
that no-particular Church did arrogate Power or 
 JurifdiQtion'over other particular Churches z the 


Church of Antioch's ſending to 7eruſalem, Aﬀt. . | 
' 15. to:conſult with them concerning ſome Do-  : 


_ Qrinal Diffgrences, does argue, That they had 


tull power to determine the matter among them- _. 


ſelves, without making any appeal : their order  - 
was, that they did not preſs things indifferent © 
- upon ſcrupling Copſciences, as if they had been - 


-neceffary, Rom: 14. 1 Cor. 8, and 9. Chapters 3. 7 4 


- Tay well knew that to-have done otherwile, : 4s 
WOUul 


Chriſtian Liberty; and ſo tor many other things. 3 


- 3-4The Primitive Church, 'in reſpect of purity 1 
-- of DoQtine,. was called, Rev, 12. 1,-A Woman 
that had on her Head a Crown of twelve Stars'z | 

- however they wete branded by their Enemies as 
Heretical ; yet the Dotrine they profeſs'd was 
purely Apoſtolical, - It's true, falſe Teachers,did " 
«5 #4 creep | 


-- 


d have been Tyranny, and deſtruttive to 3 


32'/ God's Goodneſs to his Iſracl 
, creep in now and theramongſt them, and corruyy 
ted ſeveral Truths ; buyt,through the vigilance and 
faichfulneſs ot the Servants of God, they were 
quickly and convincingly confuted : They did 
teach that we multi ſeek kighteouſneſs for Jultih- 
Cation, - partly by. Chriſt, and partly by the Cere- 
monies of Mo/es's Law ; but the Epiſtles to 
Coloff. Galat. and Hebrews were written againſt 
this Herefie. Cerinthes denyed the Divinity of 
Chriſt, tor which the Goſpel of Zobn was writ: 
teh, 2 Cor. 11- 2, 2. I am jealougwover \ you with 
a godly jealouſie z, for T have 1eſpoufed you to one 
busband, that I may preſent you as a chaſt vir- 
_ gin to Chriſt: for '; ear leſt as by any means 
the ſerpent beguiled Eve through bis fubtit 'y, {0 
your minds ſhould be corrupted from the fimpli> 
city that is in Chrift, | 
'  4.Herein was theGlory of the PrimitiveChurch, 
That not only the Officers, but alſo many of their 
Members,were Men fingularlyqualifi:d wirhgitts. 
I Cor.1.5,7. By him ye are enriched in coery thing ; 
an all utterance, and in all knowledge : $0 that 
ye crme b:hind in no Gift.” See 1 Cor. 14. Att. 8. 
Mark 16. 17. Theſe ſigns ſhall follow them that 


believe, in my name ſhall they caſt out Devils; 
they ſhall ſpeak with new tongues; they Jhall' 


zake up ſerpents, and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it ſhall not hurt them, they ſhall lay bands 
.0r the jick and they ſhall recover. ; 

5. God was good io themin reſpe& of Grace : 
Rom.15.14. 411 Tmy ſelf am perſwaded of you bre- 
thren,that ye are full of goodneſs. 1Cor.2.Kph.1.2, 
4, 5. Philip. 1. 2, 4, 5, 6, 7. being confedent of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun a-good 


work 1n you will perform- it until the day of Fe- * 
ſus Chriſt: even as' i is meet for me 10 think 
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| In all Ages. 33 
«of yow all, becauſe T bave'you in my heart, 
ge. as both in my. bonds, and in the de- 
fence and confirmation of the Goſpel ye are' all 
partakers of My grace : and this I pray, that 
[your lroe may yer More and more abound in all 
knowledge, and in a/l judgment. Col. 1.2, 4. We 
've thanks unto God—:ſince'we beard of your 
Faith in. Chrift Feſus, and of the love which 
ye-bave to all the Saints. 1 Thef. 1.3. Re- 
membering without ceaſing, your work of Faith, 
your labour of 4ove, and patience of hope in 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, in the fight of God and of 
our Father, Knowing, | brethren beloved, your 
WH eledion of God. It was no ſmall part of their 
BW Glory that they did ſo abound in Love, which 
 Wdid evidence it - feif in two notable AAs 
1. They kept the unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace; though ſome were for Cir-' 
cumciſion, 'others againſt it; ſome for obſerva- 
tion of Days, Ceremonies, - eating Meats, and 
others not, yet they did in a great meaſure 
live in Love and Uniry, As 4. 32. The mul- 
titude of them that believed, were .of one 
Heart, and of one Soul. 2. There -was none 
of -them wanted neceſ{aries ſo long as others | 
had ' wherewithall to. ſupply them, 2 Gr. 9. ©. 
12, 12, 14. The' adminiſtration of this ſervice, 
not only; ſupplieth the want of the Saints, but 
1s abundant alſo, by many thanksgivings unto 
God.z whites by the experiment of this Mini- 
firation they glorifie God for your profeſſed ſub- 
Jettion unto the goſpel of Chriſt, and for your 
liberal _ unto them,” and unto all Men: 
And by their prayer for you, which long after 
you, for the exceeding grace of. God in you + 


Thanks be unto God for bis unſpeakable gift. 
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34 © God), s Goodveſ7 o his I(trael 
Rom. 15.25,26,27. 1 goto Feruſalem to miniſty 
zo the Saints, for it hath pleaſed them of ii 
cedonia and Achaia, to make a certain contri: 
' butien for the poor Saints which are at Fery 
falem , it bath pleaſed them verily and they 
debtors they are: For if the Gentiles have, ben 
partakers Wow” ſpiritual things, their duy 
zs- alſo to Muniſter unto them in carnal things 
AQs 2. 44, 45. Al! that believed were - is 
gether, and had all things common, and. full 
thei pe: and goods, and parted them 
all Men, as every Man had need. And 4. 3: 
Neither ſaid any of them that -- ought of th 
things which be poſſeſſed was-his own, but thy 
bad all things common. 6. In all Changes and 
Conditions, they were conſtant, ſtill one an 
- the. ſame, not fickle or variable, ſome -tims 
for one thing, ſometimes for another, A 
2. 42. And they continued fleadfaſtly in the 4 
poftles dottrine and in fellowſhip, and in brekin 
of- bread andin prayers. 46. 47.. And they cn 
zinued daily in' the Temple with one accor, 
axd breaking bread from houſe to houſe, i 
eat their meat with gladneſs and ſingleneſs 1 
heart, praiſing God, andbaving favour with dl 
people ; andihe Lord added to the Church da 
ty fuch as ſhould be ſaved. 2 Cor. 1. 21, ! 

'F Thef. 3. 12, 13. Rev, 3. 10, Thos: baſi &yjt 
"the word of my -pattence. And 2. 13. 1 Ann 
_ thy works andwwhere thou dwelleſt, even when 
Sataris ſeat' is, and boldeft faſt my Name, ani 
Daft not denied my. Faith, even in thoſe daji 
herein Antipas was, my faithful” Martyr 
Laſtly, The Lord was  gracioully: pleaſed t! 


confer the. Honour of. Martyxzdom upon them: 
Stephen was the Proto-Martyr, As 7, The 
CE nk 2 St 


cs a \ 872 all Ages. N | 35 
were ſcattered a: 7eruſalem 'by reaſon of Per: 
ſecution.” As 8. Paul and Peter ſuffered at 
Rome under, Ner9z the one Beheaded, the 0- 
ther Crucified : So alſo Zames ſurnamed Fuftre, 
Nay . there was not - one of the Apoſtles that 
eſcaped - a violent Death, 7obn only excepted. 
Let us make ſome uſe of all this in ſome 
Three or Four things. 1. Let us bleſs God 
for his goodneſs to them. , O Bleſſed be the 
Lord that -ever there was ſuch a one as the 
Apoſtle Pau/—O Bleſſed be the Lord for the 
Truths, Ordinances, Gifts and Graces that were 
communicated to -them; we are in a ſenſe 
ſharers in the* Mercies, What was then writ- 
ten or tranſacted, ſaid or done; was all for 
our Inſtruction. 2. Did the Lord give forth 
ſuch an 'abundant meaſure of. the Spirit, at 
the firſt Plantation of the Goſpel, according 
to what the. Work of that Day did require, 
which was to bring-the carnal Jews from- 6ff 
their Ceremonies, -and the heatheniſh Gemrz/es 
from Satan to God, who mult ſee Miracles, 


Stherwiſe they will not | believe? Let us be- - 


lieve and be confident that the ſame good: God 
will not be wanting to proportion the Gifts 
and - Graces of his Churches: and Seryants to 


[the Work 'of this our Day, which is the re-' 


formation - of Religion from -Antichriſtianiſm. 
"Blefſed be the Lord for any ſmall bedewin 


and befprinklings- of the Spirit poured forth 


upon any _ in our times in order hereunto. ' 4. - 


Let us from -hence bemoan our ſelves, and o- 
 thers that go. under the Name of Churches 
of Chriſt, who: have degenerated ſo far from 
them in DoQtrine, Diſcipline,” Worſhip, , Gitts, 
Graces, Holineſs of Couverlation, Perſeverance 
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36 God's Goodneſs to his Ifrael 
in Sufferings — -contraria mixta ſepoſita clarin 
eluceſcunt: In the primitive times Chrif 
laced us in a kind of Paradiſe, but we have not 
ne our firſt Habitation.- 4. Let's not only 
remember whence we are fallen, bur alfo re- 
' turn to our firft Eſtate, and when ' we ſet 3 
bout a Reformation, whether Perſonal or Ec. : 
cleftaſtical : Let's be ſure to fer the primi- 
tive Pattern before us, as near as tay be: 
Ler's Love as they did, endeavour tn keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the. Bond of Peace as 
they did ; continue ſteadfaſtly in the Apoſtles 
Doctrine, in fellowſhip, in breaking of Bread 
and Prayersas they did — No ſufterings frighted 
them. from following the Lamb; be follow: 
ers of them in all things, imitable ſo tar as 
they were followers of Chriſt. 

Sixthly, God was good to his Goſpel-I/rae!, 
after the Death of the Apoſtles, -till Conftar- 
tine's time. And here before I come to parti- 
culars, it will be necellary' to premiſe rheſe 
few general confiderations as introduQory ter | 
the clearing of what is further intended. 7. 
Beit known to you,' that immediately upon the 
Death of the Apoſtles the Church was in 4 
perſecuted ſtate : It's true, it was fo in their 
time, but not as afterwards, when there wers 

ublick Laws and Edicts made againſt the pro- 

ſon and profeſſors of the Chriſtian Religion, 
providence ſo ordering it, that they ſhould.have 
lome reſpite till the Goſpel and Churches had 
ſome Plantation. 2. The time of this perſe- 
cuted Condition was Three Hundred Years or 
thereahouts. 3. The Inſtruments whom the 
Devil made uſe of for this diabolical Service, 
were the heathen Emperors of Rozze, Rey. 1 ; Y | 
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e patty there combating againſt Michael and 
to _ Chriſt and his People is thus de- 
ſcribed, 4 great red Dragon, having ſeven 


Heads and ten Horns, and ſeven Crowns upon 
" WW. þ;s Heads. A Dragon becauſe of his Power, 
"© WF 7d becauſe of his Cruelty, having ſeven Heads 
© W ;. ec. ſeven ſeveral ſorts of Governments in Rome 
” heatheniſh, as ,alfo it was built upon- ſeven 


Hills, having ten * Heads with ſeven Crowns 
. thereupon , to diſtinguiſh Rome-heathen from 
a Be Adichriftian, Rev. 12.1. That has not 
only' ſeven Heads 'and. ten 'Horns , but alfo 
Crowns upon the Horns, to intimate that An- 
tichriſt made Kingdoms of thoſe that were 
but Provinces, during the Dragon's' Reign un- 
der the heathen Emperors. 4. Having peruſed 
ſeveral - writers of great Note, both for Godli- 
neſs and Learning, upon that tranſcendantly 
high- myſtical Scripture, of the Revelation: 
It's moſt probable as I humbly conceive, that 
they gneſs right who aſſert that the Seals 
Chap. 6. hold- forth this State of the Church . 
during, «the firſt three Centuries, of which Ch. 
12.to verſe 13. ſeems to be explicatory. 5. In 
treating of this Subje&, I ſhall be neceſſitated 
to' make uſe of Hiſtory, to- which I require 
,n0. more of you bur a Hiſtorical Faith: EO 
count it a great Mercy that every Age has had 
{ome fairhftul Servants of God, whoſe care it 
has. heen to tranſmit to poſterity the memora- 
| ble aQts of Divine Providence to. his People, 
P/al. 145. 4. One generation ſhall praiſe thy 
works 10 another, and ſhall declare thy mighty 
atts, T will ſpeak of the glorious honour of thy 
\ Majeſty, and of thy wondrous works. 


) 1, God 
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this incomparable rich and rare Monument of 


with. 2. That they might know what their 


| this two-fold conſideration. 1: There's no ſuf. 


their ſufferings, were forRighteouſneſs ſake, Rev, 
. for the teſtimony which they beld. Their Teſti- 


. This enraged the Dragon who was then Wor 


God's Goodnefs to his Iſrael ** 
1. God. was good to them in giving forth 


the Revelation of Zohz the Divine, the prin: 
Cipal ſcope and intendment whereof was, 71, 
To forewarn them of the near approach of. 
ſuffering times, that ſo they might not be 
ſurprized, but in a readineſs to' encounter there: 


{ufferings would be, by whom, and of what 
continuance. 3. That they ſhould be comfort: 
ed and encouraged under- all, eſpecially upon. 


ferings ſhall befall you, but according to the 
predetermination ” and fore-appointment of 2 


.- wiſe God, and loving Father. - 2. Let the 


| ſhall ' have a glorious and an affured iſſues 


ſeeing this was the good end of God in tranſ- 
mitting this prophericaÞ* Piece of holy Writ 
to .us, tha! It might be a Lanthorn to out 
Feet- to dire .our | ſteps ' in a dark Place: 
Let's not {light this good providence, ſo as not * 
at all tro peruſe it; only for the Lord's ſake 
ſtudy Sobriety , Self-denial, Humiliry and Spi- 
rituality in your peruſal, and then there will 
be no great danger, -otherwiſe there may, and 
will Rev. 2.1, 3. Bleſſed is be that readeth, and 
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Churches troubles be what they will ,. they / 
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| 
they that hear the words of this prophecy, and | 
| 


. keep theſe things. 


2. God's good Providence ſo ordered it, that 
6.9. They were lain for the word of God, and 


mony was this, The Devil is not to be Wor- 
ſhipped, nor any other Creature whatſoever, 


ſhipped, 


«ROI 7 > T3 
ted. to raiſe a perſecution againſt them» 
PP - 7. Their Teſtimony was that their 
weſent way of Worſhip, though praQtiſed þ 
the Emperors, and eſtabliſhed by the publi 
aws 'of the Erapire, yet it was idolatrous, 
ul and deteſtable to God ; this enraged the 
Emperors againſt them ; they teſtified that Je- 
as Chriſt was the only Son of God, and Sa- 
viour of the World : Fhe Senate of Rome re- 
fuſed to acknowledge his Divinity ,- till firft 
by ſome AQ or Law of theirs, it ſhould be 
ſo approved of and ratified, Rom. 1. 21, 22. 
Herein the Romans ' buendMf became vain 
in their. imaginations, and their fooliſh (Heart 
was full of darkneſs, when they profeſſed them- 
ſelves to_be wiſe, they became fools. From all 
this it is evident thar they ſuffered in a very 
righteous Cauſe. 2. From this alſo that they 
retuſed - conformity to their way of Worſhip, 
and would not do any the leaſt thing that 
might but ſeem to honour their Idols, tho? 
much fſollicited thereunto, ..both by promiſes 
of great rewards on- the one.hand, and threat» 
nings of ſore puniſhments on the other, Ex-. 
ftachivs a Chriſtian 'Souldier, with his whole 
Family,-was put to Death, though otherwiſg 
he had done. great fervice, meerly becauſe he 
would not..on the day 'of Triumph, Sacrifice 
with the Emperor. Diocleſiar's own Wife be- 
ing a Chriſtian ſuffered on the fame account. 
Marcus  Arethufus not only refuſed to build 
the Idols Temple, which himſelf had pulled 
down, - but alſo chufed Dzath rather than to 
contribute - one -Farthing towards it; They 
would not deliver up their Bibles ; they would 
not give {o much as a- Clout. or- Rag, they 


__ would 


oO Os Onmrm0 hr nnd » 
 would' 'not-ifo much as throw a- litfle -in- 
cenſe © on their Altars: A certain - Chriſtian 
Souldier would needs carry his Garland in 
his Hand,, when his fellows did wear /it on 
their Heads, in Teſtimony of Honour to their 
Idols. 3: They ſuffered becauſe they. would 
not . perſecute their fellow-Chriſtians : A me- 


motable inſtance. is of that Chriſtian Legion of 


Souldiers, who after an excellent Oration made 
by Mauritivs their Commander to the Em: 

eror Maximinianus , after they had been 
twice decimated, were afterwards all of th:m 
Slain, upon no othzr account, but becauſe they 
would nor fall upon their tellows. _ 4. That 
they ſuffzred for Righteouſnzis ſake; may 
appear from the many- falſe calumnies and 
accufations that were 'hrought againſt: them, 
Rev. T2. 10. When the Dragon'in: the per- 
ſecutings. Emperors © had © his deadly Wound, 
it's thus expreſt, "The accuſer of our ' brethren 
ts caſt down. 1. They: were accuſed- for being 
Enemies to | civil. Govertimeht” upon''a two- 
fold account. 1. Becauſe of their non-confor- 
mity to fuch edits :of the Empire, as were 
contrary to. the Law of "God. 2, Becauſe 
they” talked ſo much 'of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt ,, - that in marters"of 'Conference and 
Worthip they acknowledged no: ; Soveraignty 
. -nor- Laws bur his, Trajan's Perſecution did 
" ariſe . upon” Euariſtus's  exetcifling of Diſcipline 
in the 'Churches, "without dep=ndance /upon 
the crvil Power. The Emperor Domitian did 
diligently ſearch for all rhat were any kin 


to Chriſt according ro the Fleh, leaſt happily , 


ſome! of them might lay claim to his Crown; 
that the primitive Chriltians ' were *Enefnics 
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to Magiſtrates.- and- 


civil Government was 
* anotorious falſeſhood both their Principles 


that were Soldiers jn Arms, able row to de- 
fend themſelves, deſtroyed, they chuſed to ſut- 


fer, rather than finfully to make refiſtance., 


2: They 'were moſt abominably f{landered by 
Magicians, Idolatrous Prieſts, Zews, and other 
Apoſtate Chriſtians, as guilty of the 'moſt 
horrid fins that could be named, at their 


Meetings ; to wit, Inceſt, Adultrey, Drunkenneſs, 


 - 
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\ and PraQtices do abundantly teſtihe, for ſome-. 
times when there wete .many hundreds of - 
them Burnt in Churches, -arid thouſands .of them - 


Inhumanity—— 3. Whatever Plagues were in- | 


flited-upon Perſecutors, the blame of” all was 
caſt upon the Chriſtians, as if they had been 


the . only- cauſe thereof, whereas indeed it. 


was. their own Sin of Perſecuting God's Peo- 

_ ple, and contempt of the Goſpel, that occafi- 

| oned. all -their judgments. 4. That 'they ſut- 
. fered for Righteouſneſs, may appear . from the 
Laws which were | 
theſe. 1. /That all their'Bibles ſhould be de- 
livered up and deſtroyed. - 2. That they ſhould 


les it were Men apart, and Women apart, 
and ſo Women were tO teach Women, contrary 


; meet together in any Synod, or otherwiſe ; and 


ſhould be carried away. to Priſon. The Laws 


made by- Zulian for the 


ſo bei 


the Chriſtian Religioa 2. That 


% 
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nade. againſt 'them 3to wit :, 
not meet , together for Religious-exerciles, un--- 


to Chriſts Law. . 2: That no Miniſters ſhould -, 
that wherever they were apprehended they 
extitpation- of . Chti- | 


ſtianity. w:re theſe. x. That: no Children of - 
Chriſtians ſhould be trained up in Schools, that 
orant, 


[6 


they might be incapacitated 


. none; ſhould+be 'beheficed wirh any place,” ct * | 
vil or -mitfitary}; : bur they cthat woutt' 'Saecri- 
fice to Idols. - 4. Thatno Miniſters ſhould have 

- maintenance. 4. Meerly in ſpite to "the ' 
Chriſtians,: he enacted-a toleration to' all-ſ6rts: 
of Religion ; whence the' ZFews were encourag- 
ed to lay the' Foundation of the Temple, 'that 


, abomination of deſolation, - againſt 'which- God 


did ſo miraculouſly appear from 'Heaven above, 
and Earthquakes beneath, that there was: not 
one-Stone heft upon another, according to what 
was propheſied by -Chrift, [Matrh. 24. 2. 
2. God was good to them. in"this: reſpeQ, 
- That diting their Perſecuted Eftate, he firniſh- 
ed ther with Miniſters, 'and others fingularly 
*- qualified for the Service and Sufferings of that 
- Day, as may: appear, 1: By comparing Rev. 
6.1, 3, 5; 7- with 4.7. By the' Beaſts: which 
- cried; Come arid ſee, at the opening of the 
Seals, the Miniſters of Chriſt are fignihed; the 
" firſt was like a Lion, z. e. they did deliver their 
. Maſters Mcſſage, and do his Work, with an 
-. undaunted Lion-like-Courage and Boldneſs. The 
+ . ſecond was like a Calf, ':. e. they were fitted 
- . with a Spirir-of Patience; and Meeknefs' con- 
\  rentedly torundergo: the Yoak of hard 'Labonr 


and- fore Preflures : The'Third had the Face of ; 


- 


+ -,2 Man, 7.72; they were furhiſhed with a great” 


- meaſure of Heavenly Wiſdom and Prudence'in 
 "All- their: adminiftrations.' The” fourth- Hke a 

flying Eagle, z. e, ſome of them did ſoare aloft - 
in- ſearching into, anddiſcovering of the great 
Myſteries ct the Kingdom of Heaven they were 
Mu Heavenly-minded, - and "infiſted' much on 
ſuch things as might make the Chriſtians Dead 
ta} things here below”, ſuch a one was Poly- 
"WT 5, | carpus 
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Yeopue cho thus anfiercd the Frocoaful 
ears I have ſerved a - good: Maſter, and 


thus, I do even long, for theTeeth ofthe devour- 
ing . Beaſts; they'Il- only grind us in a Mill, 


Ry may” .be Wheat fir” for 6ur Maſters . 
able... And. Igzatizs thus, I covet nothing that 
can be.ſeen with Bodily. Eyes, ſo that I may 


but erjoy-. Jeſus, Chriſt. Let _ the Fir; the 
Crols, 'the. Beaſts, the breaking of. Bones, con- 


vulfion of Members, bruiſing of the whole Bo- 
dy,. and the torments 'of' the Devil feize upon- 


me, provided I may be partaker of Chriſt; -2: 
The evidence of this may be evinced, if we 
confider, how that through theit means the Go- 


ſpel.did {06 triumphantly conquet and captiyate- 


the Hearrs and Aﬀe&Qtions. of fo many hun-, 


dreds and thouſands, to the obedience of Chriſt, 


that, of Rev. 6: .2, was applicable to their, 
times. 1 ſaw, and* behold. a white Horſe, an 


he that fat on him had a Bow, and-a Crown was - 


given unto him, and he went forth congaerm 


abroad, into many feveral Nations :: Thete was 
moſt no place where the Chriſtian Religion 


MF fumber of Chriſtians did fo encteaſe, notwith- 


and Limits, only Chriſt's Dominion was 


Ipread over all, and had no Bounds, whence he 


von 03.G0g > And .aS:the fame Anthor relates, It 
they had al rkiten th Towns of the Fiea- 
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probing Him to -deny Chriſt : Theſe Eighty | 
ivhy ſhould I now, deny him ? At another time + 


and..to conquer : ..'The _- was then fpread * 
a 


BW was-,not: profelt: > Phnizs Tepot! That the. - 


ſtanding: of Perſecution - that few or . none di& 
trequent the ldolsFemplzs and Sacrihces. Fertul- | 
"I laid, all the other Monarchies have their”. 


— 
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guine fundata' eft eccleſia, Sanguine crevit, 1 
The greatneſs of the Mercy did appear in this 
That the Lord did raife up ſome of” very preat 
eminency, to plead | their Cauſe agai yo 
mies of all forts. 1. Buadratws, Ariftides, 
Apollonizs, Melito , Afiants, Fuftin Marty 
and Tertullan , did learnedly plead again 
Perſecutors and Preſented their Apologericks 
to the ' Emperors. 2: Origen and Ce!ſzs did 
manage their cauſe againſt the Heathens. 3, 
Fun Martyr againſt the Fews, in his Book 
called, Dialogus cum Tryphone. 4. Tertullia 
both againſt Fews and Gentiles. 5. Irenen 
and Tertullian againſt Hereticks 4. As they 
trenuouſly contended for the truth: againſt 
Enernies, ſo they Iaboured mightily to keep 
the Churches at peace among themſelves, & 
ſpecially Irenes and Polycarps , who kent 
the Weſtern and Eaſtern Churches in concord, 
notwithſtanding of their difference about keep 
. ing of Eaſter, the one pleading it ſhould be 
kept on the Sabbath, the other on rhe fame = 
that the Fews. of old did obſerve ; ler it fall 
to .be the  Sabbath,, or any -other Day 'd 
the Week, in this Pacificatoty Work they pre 
vailed much, and were very ſucceſsful, til 
- Vitor Biſhop of Kome took upon him to ex 
communicate them of - the -Eaft, Anno 200 
vs, They were ſuch as. did with all ſeriouf 
neſs call aloud upon the- Churches to conſider 
- the things. that were of greateſt .concernment 
ro them 1n that Effate. Rev. 6. At.rhe opening 
or every- Seal, they called thus, Come and fee. 
z. That this was nothirg- but what was Pro 
. Phelied of before. 2, Come and fee, z. - - 


thens they had left them almoſt deſolate. "Sar 
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fder that' theſe things do not - befall.. you. by. 
chance: or | Fortune, but take ſpecial notice- of 
the- Hand of God in all theſe proyidential Oc: 
currences. 3. Come and ſee that Perſecutors 
are limited, they cannot go beyond their Com- 
miſhon no further. than. Providence permits ; 
A” Horſe and a Rider is the Type of every one- 
of the four firlt Seals, to ſignifie that the reins 
of  Perfecutors are not . upon. their own 
Necks, but were po ordered and © guided 
by 'the "Hand of a. skillkful Rider, 4. Come: 
andſee your own fins as - the procuring cauſe 
of all theſe Perſecutions and Puniſhments, in-. 
flicted upon you. Cyprian Lib. 4. Epiſt. 4. Quic- 
quid patimur, peccata noſtra meruere dum viam . 
domint.non tenemius, nee\data nobis ad ſalutem 
celeſtia mandata ſervamws, fecit dominies nofler. 
voluntatem parris, \at nos non F ber ac domint 
voluntatem pairimonio & lucro ltudentes, ſuper» 
bram- ſelantes, emulationi ac diſſentiont vacan- 
tes. There were theſe particular fins which 
he acknowledged - to be amongſt them. 1. In 
general they did not walk 16. cloſe with God 
as they ſhould have done, nor did they ſtud 
exatneſs in keeping the Commands of God, 
according to the pattern of Chriſt, 2. They. 
did with two much eagerneſs purſue after the 
World. -3, They were Proud. 4. There were 
mulations ,, Diſſenſions, Envyings ; and: Divis 
ons amongſt them. _ 5. They were nor ſo plain- 
_. nd fajthfpll. in their dealings, as they 
Id/ have bgen, Simplicitatis & fidei ' neg/t- 
[rs 6, They denied themſelves of -the 
ord. .in, Worgs.only, buc not in Deeds , /#- 
64l0' verbis folts ; & 710. 
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.non. falls, renumciantes. 
t to pleaſe himſelt, diſplea- | 
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- - fing others, Unu/quiſqe fibi placentes & aliig 


non placentes. 


| 5 Come and ſee the ends of God in all this 
x. It 


is to declare his Holineſs and -Righteouſ: 


| neſs; he cannot away with Sin in any, how 


near or dear fo eyer to him. 2. To humble them for 
their Sins. 3. To exerciſe their Graces. 4. To 
diſcover . Hypocrites. 5. That the Truths. of 
the Goſpel might be ſufficiently. confirmed and 
commended to after Ages, and ſucceeding. Ge. 
perations : - After the Martyrdom of fo, many, 
there needs no new Miracles, / to make us be, 
lieve the Goſpel. 6. That they might be Pat. 
terns to us in poine of Suffering, demeaning 
our ſelyes as they did. LC”. 107 1 
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 * 6. Come andiee the nds of God in delaying 


Jo Tong to-give- them deliverance. 1. Becauſe 


Wicked Men had not yer filled up the meaſure 


of their Sins. 2, He-had a mind to: honour ſome 
more of -hig- Servants with-the Crown of Mars 
tyrdom. + Rev.'6. ro. Ard it was ſaid wiito then 
that-they ſhould reſt for q little feajo until 
tberr ſel [ſervants . alſo and brethren that 
Should be killed as they -were, ſhould be fulfilled, 


. "When the/ſcrowl of them that God had mar- 
| Fed out for Sufferings, was made up, then they 


might expe& Deliverance -: Hiſtories do relate; 


that in theſe purer Yimitive -times,- before the | 
.- Apoſtacy: of :Rome, all their Miniſters were Mar: 


fy1s, fill Sylveſter the firſt, in Conflantint's 
«7 SEARITE. ER: 10. ri + 


' 4. God was very good to-hisPeople in--rhoſt 


days, ingiying them now and'then {ome breath- 


' Ing tire and reſpite from the heat of Petſeti; 


fion ; 2s after Domirier's/ Death, they-were not 
kpubled- fpr- ane whole year's time; under Com: 
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ode and Heliogabalus; they were. free from 
Perſecution; afrer Dec:us they had Peace for - 
forty years together : It's very obſervable, Thar 
their Sufferings were little or nothing at all 
under ſome ' that -were otherwiſe moſt notori- 


'oufly Wicked; and they ſuffer'd greatly from 


ſome that were otherwiſe morally good Ma» 

iſtrates, to wit, Hadrian, that was called Re- 
faurator Orbis, and Trajan, call'd Princeps Op» 
tins; infomuch, thar it afterwards became 
Proverbial, in Congatulating new. Emperots 
with - this. Salutation, Felicior Auguſto, melion - 


 Trajanoz. 10 alfo under Antoninus Pius, and 


Severus; Morality without Grace, is ſometimes 


a greater Enemy to the Goſpel and Kingdom 
of Chriſt, thai open” Atheiſm and Prion 


' nels. However, .let;the Perſons and Inſtryments, 


under whom. they had' reſpite, be what th 

will, all was {till to be attributed \ra the good- 
neſs of God, who did accompliſh and bring it 
ropals; by ſuch-wondertul means; ſome where- 
of are'cheſe.. .1., Antonines Pius was: taken off 
from Perſecuting- them; by that extraordinary 
at of Proyidence, in beating the Prayers of 2 


Legion: of Soldiers that were Chriſtians, where- 


by his whole; Army, in a great ftrait. for Rain, 
were abundantly refreſhed, and his. Enemies mis 


raculouſly defeated ; God from Heaven fighting . 


- with Thunder and Lightning againſt them, 
for which-thar Legion yus called, Leguo ful. 
* eznatrix, the Thundring:Legion : This t 


fo upon the Emperor, that preſently: he com- 
manded the:Ohr-fiions ſhould neither be ſought 
for Ds paabed if pteſenced, but that their Ac» - 
culers.thould -be punithed ; For, faith he, "my 
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wer upon their Prayers. 2. Azrehang 


Having iſſued forth an Edi& againft the Chriſt. 
ans, was ſo terrified with Thunder that he  re- 
called it. - 3. A/exander Severus was. periwaded 
by his Mother Mammea to ſhew them favour , 
ſhe hearing of the Learning of Origin lent tor 
him, and was inſtruQted by him. 4. Hadriar's 
Perſecution was ſomething mitigated by the 
Apologies which were preſented to him by Ar: 
flides and Quadratus. 5. Amoninus Pius was 


"made to relent by 7uftin Martyr's Apologe- - 


_ "tick: 6. Under Trajar the Perſecution was ſtaid 
by Plinius Secundus, who writ $0 the Emperor 
"concerning their Innocence, That they were not 
Guilty of the Crimes charged upon them, in 
tegard the Law of their-God was very ftri&t 


againſt ſuch Sins ; and that they uſed to meet 


before Day to Sing Palms, and to Worſhip one 
calld -ZESUS. = 

$5. God's Spolncts to them was in reſpett 
of the remarkable Judgments, which he brought 
appn moſt, -if not all of their greateſt Per- 
lecutors : I'llgive ou a Summary Survey of 
- the Tragical ends of al of them throughout rhe 
Ten Perſecutions. The Firſt whas under Nero, 
Anzo 67. Who being hated of Men, and = 
yd by the Senate. of Rome, killed himielf. 


- » Second” under Domitian, - Anno go. His wife 
end. Friends finding a Roll of the Names of 
Chriſtians, which hs had marked out for ſuf- 

 fering, -and' their qwn amongſt the reſt, they 


Killed bim. Third under Trajgn, Anno,100: who 


was all his Life time. vexed with great trou- 
bles and : commorions, and at laſt cur off by. 2 - 


firange. Diſeaſe. ' Fourth under ' Hadrian and 
Agroninus Pine, Anno 126, Hadrian Dicd in 
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B11 in all Ages. ""Þ- 
zt hortour of Conſcience; it was ki that 
ied out, O anmula, vagula, blandula — Pins 
Died! of a Fever in three Days after he Sick- 
ned. - Fifth under Antoninns Philo ops and 
Verus, I find nothing recorded of their Death, 
-but Antoninus knew much trouble in his Life- 
time, from rhe- Germans, Samaritans, Avidins, 
Caſh and others. Sixth; under Severn, Anno 
208. He was lain at Tork, by the Northers 
Men and Scots, and in his time a ' certain 
_ Judge, that ronounced Sentence _- He a- 
pets, a holy Martyr, fell from rhe Bench, and 
Died” ſuddenly. Seventh, under Maximinus 
Anno, 236. was killed by his own "Son, 
and Soldiers in his Tent art the Seige of Agia- 
leia. Eighth under Decizves, Arno 251. "Being 
overcome by the Scythians or Gothes, he threw 
himſelf into'a Pit, where he ended his Li 
| and his Body could never be found.” Ninth, 
under: Ga/lzs and' Volufianws, Anno _ A fad 
Peſtilence in his time; was lain by JEmilianus, 
one of his own Captains, rogether with his 
YON. ty hora being overcome by the Per- 
fians , ——_ trod upon him while he took. 
Horſe. The laſt was 4.3 Diocleſi, fan and HMaxi- 
mien, Azino 200., Both of them in one Day 
divelted. themſelves of the imperial digniryy 
and chuſed to live in Dens and Caves : Dro- 
cleſian afrerwards Poiſoned himſelf, rather than. 
he would fee' Conſtantine, and Maxininians 
hanged. himſelf, 
"6. God was good in giving them-a glorious 
_ Celiverance_ from this their ecuted.. .Srate; 
and that ki, the Hands "of ſtantine,, k 
theſe wh Gi of Providence are” rem: 
'T -Us os am des md rc 


| - God's Goagneſs to his Iſrael 
ven, both to -embrace thei Chriſtian. Religion, 
as alſo to go againſt FA Perſecuting Tran 
 Maxentius , witneſs the voice which he .heard, 
w Tip vize, in Chriſt thou ſhalt overcome: 
'Euſebizs that lived in his. time, tells us, That 
he heard himſeli relate this, confirming it. 
with an Oath., 2. God preſerved him for this 
Service from the treacherous Defign of his Father 
* n:.Law Maximinanws, his Wie having dif. 
covered it to him. 3. Maxentizs had madg 
a device to drown him and his Men, when he 
palted over a Bridge, by which Maxextizs him- 
- Telf was afterward drowned, and he eſcaped, for 
which the Chriſtians ſung, P/al. 9. 16. And 
'7. I5..- 4. Having giving- himſelf to. Faſting 
and Prayer, he obtained Victory over Max: 
mmw and Licinirs ; and though Licinws had 
once greatly reproached Chriſt and Chriſtianity 
2 being brought to- condiga Punifhment, he 


as. made to confeſs that great was the Chii- 
TWians God, and lene thr Conflantine's God. 
* Lets: make. ſome Application of the Pre- 
miſes .in theſe few Particulars. 

- x. This calls upon- us highly to eſteem of 
the glorious Truths of Chrilt, in regard. they 
_ have been Scaled ,and Witnefſed _ to with 
- - the-Blood of fo many: Millions of Martyrs. 
| ©. how wonderful are the Ways of God that 
- + would take ſuch a Courſe to commend the Ger 

el of the Son of God :to - us, 'who kno 
but they of that ' Age ſuffered, thar we an: 
others might at leaft in a great meaſure be ex 


>. Though they excuſed us far that the 
ure 1s never like to bein a Perſecuted State 


8 Tha handed Jean togather, yo they 
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is ne Age in which this, or t 'other Derientas 
_ Perſon can promiſe an exemption froth Perſe- 
.cution -to himſelt ; and therefore it ſonnds an 
Alarm to us in the times of our greateſt Peace 
and Proſperity, ro prepare*for Perſecution: Lay 


in a-{tock ' of Suffering Graces þefore, that ſo 1 It 
may never {urprize you unawares, - but, come” '' } 


when it will, you may be ready for it. Take 
ſpecial notice of theſe three things. -1.. Perſe- 
Gution has been in all Ages, .an inf? arable'Con- 


- comitant-of the plain and faichful. reaching of - | 


the Goſpel, Matth. 16. 34; 25. . 2: It was ne- 


yer befter with -the Church, avd People'of God 
- than in times*of Perſecutioh ;- there was "never 
a more glorious Luſtre and Beauty upon Ordi- | 
-and Spt+ : 


nances ; 'Miniſters never more Liyel 
ritual z -the* Converfation 6t Chriſtians 


more in Heaven; and the number of Cohyerty 
3. Be confirmed in this, 
That the: ſpeciality of God's Love in Chriſt tg! 
his People, may very well ſtand with their be. 


never more” encreaſed. 


' ing ina Perſecuted, Condition ; {Þ thar It may 
be always faid, Truly God is ood to Ifrae!. : 

3. In all your Su! —_ A the 
hole times before you #s 'Pa 
1. As I would not have you decline $ 
for the Goſpel-and Ri grncopduel i 
indeed called! of God R ergunto 


- wht 


caretn 


ro ſuſſs 1s Dli bodies GO PviLloegs at-' 
"Chriſt was by Nd ihe honoura- © 


tyrdom for b 
ble amopgft then, ' that ey of all th: 
wWe2IC Martyrs indeed,” Were INC 
upon Record; "and ſuch Fr 
for Tra: !"rt wi hoien CL 
appetite tor Ho 
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$2 \ God's Goodneſs to his Ifrael 


theAuthority of Magiſtrates ;I am ſure this was 
; the Doftrine and Praftice of Chriſt, the Apo- 
ſtles and the purer primitive. Churches. 3. 
Shew all Meekneſs towards your Perſecutors, 
that they may he convinced, it is not through 
a. peeviſh humourſomneſs or Pride, but really 
for Conſcience fake, becauſe you dare not 
fin againſt God, that you do and ſuffer what 
you do z condeſcend to them in all things civil, 
unleſs they impoſe upon your Conlciences, 
fomething contrary to God's Word. 4. Shew 
Love to . the Souls- of thoſe that hate you 
with a moſt cruel hatred, in v.99 rag 
ly, heartily, and conſtantly for them, Marth. 5, 
end; 5. Do not uſe any finfu] or unlawful 
means to deliver your ſelf from ſufferings, 
Heb.. 11. 25, 26. 6. AS I would have none to 
venture- upon ſufferings in their own Strength 
2 Fleſhly confidence will fail -you in an Hour 
of Temptation, ſo let not the ſenſe of thy 
awn weakneſs cauſe diſcouragement and a 
deſpondence of 'Spirit, but rather a& depen- 
dance.upon- this good (God, that when ever he 
gives the Call, he will proportion or Strength 
in ſome meaſure to thy res 1 Cor.10.13.7. 
Theſe primitive Martyrs were not wy atient, 
bat: of a chearful Spirit in all their rings, 
they. Sung Pſalms to one Jeſus. Let this 
the Goſpel-Frame of Spirit you- are,of, - 7 e- 
very thing give thanks, for this is the will of 
God. your | Heavenly Father, 1 Thelſ.'5, 18. 8, 
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much in Prayer, in the exerciſe of Re 

}, and of Falth? in applying particular Pro. 
&s to. your own Souls, and in realizing the 
noxious | things of Eternity. 9. In all. Your 
ufferings be publick -Spirited. 2 6, Let Gods 


7 ft 
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*. Glory, the honour of the Goſpel, the Edifica- 
- tion of Churches and Chriſtians, and thy owa 
Souls Advantage be aimed at : Do not think - 
how thou mayeſt get. Honour and a Name to 


thy ſelf, but rather ( 1 Cor. 10. 31. whatſo- } 
ever thou doſt do or ſuffer, ler all be-for the - } 


Glory of God. 10. Think 1t not enough. ts 
begin well, but refolve in the” Lord's Strength 
to continue faithful to the Death, and thou 
ſhalt be ſure of the Crown of Lite. 

7. God was good to his People from Cor- 
ſantine's time, and the firſt beginning of An- 
tichrifts Riſe, to his full height, and to put 
the two laſt in one, he has been good to them 
ever fince. he' began to dzcay, and will con 
tinue his Goodneſs to them more and more, to | 
the end 'of the World : And here it will be .. | 
neceffary for your better underſtanding of this | 
Subject, to premiſe a few —_ 1. No 
ſooner. was "the Church delivered trom a Per- 
ſecuted State, but immediately upon the back 
of that, anew Storm did ariſe. 2. The Churches 
Tryals now, are of adifferent Nature from what 
they were formerly, as then they Suffered from 
profeſled ' Pagans,, fo now they are exerciſed - 


with Herefies and Errors trom within, and 
ſuch as by Profefhon were Chriſtians. 3. This 
is not fo to be underſtood, as if they ſhall not. 
now ſuffer Perſecution, but the Denomination 
of the Churches So, is from that ' which is 
Chief and Principal of the two Evils, Herefies 
were the greateſt, 4. The Inſtruments by whom | 
they ſuffered, were Antichriſt and his Adhe-' - | 
rents. - 5. In treating of theſe things, I ſhall 
take it for granted , 'thar the Churches ſuffers - 


> Cod Cooneſ3 to biclfrnaedl 
-ings in this Age, is contained under the Trunt- 
a: '$. and 9. Chap. of the Reve/. 6. I un- 

# derftand the 7th Chap., of the Reve!. ro be otr 
ly 2 preparative to the. ſounding of the Trum- 
hs ., and Intervenes between the opening of the - YG 
th 'and 7th Seals, 'as alſo that the 10th Chaps G 


and" beginning ot the'-11th is no-new_Pro- M 
hely _ diſtinct from the Propheſy of the mn 
rumpets , but only intervenes herween the fi 

6th and 7th. 5. 1 muſt ſpeak particularly and th 

- more largely than” I intended of the evils of H, 
this Age, that ſo the Goodneſs of God in pre- , 
ferving thein fromthe ſame, may appear to be Ar 
_-the greater, - and fo tor. merhods ike I. ſhall 


ſum-varily give you the ſubſtance of the 7th, IN! 
Lth, 9th; Torii, £1th, Chap. of the Revel. as they ne! 


lie in order. - - <> 
| Nh > NS | N; 
Revelations Chap, From: nd He 

xt. Take notice, that the Nature of the Evil to ou 


enſue” 1s. hinted ar- v. 1, 2. There were' Tour MT 
Angels ſtanding on ihe four Corners of the Earth, DK 
belding the. four Winds, that they ſhould not Ge 
blow' upon the Earth, nor on the Sea; nor. on the { 
Trees. This was the Judgment. that was to N 
come upon earthy, unſtable and ſelt-concented 
Profeſſors of the viſible, Church, - ever, a ſuſ- 

porn, of the influences of the North and 
BO 2-Wind of the Spirit, throughout all the Yo 
. Cothers of the Earth. 2. It is obſervable. that F 
'" this, nor any. other kind - of evil can befal the 
- Creatures by chance, but | by the Hand of an 
over-Ruling . Divine providence. Four Angels 

are Empowered and, Commiſhoned from above, 
before the thing be put in Execution. 3. From 
verſe 2: 3. Oblerve, Such- is God's nny 
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a9 Chriſt's | tender Care towards. his [poor 
People; that he ſulfers nor theſe Commiſſioned 
Executioners of Divine Juſtice, to go. on haſti- 
ly with their Wotk , till they were ſuffici- 
ently prepared and guarded againſt it. _ 4: The. 
Great Lord ' Chancellor , - the Keeper. of the 
Great Seal of Heaven, is pleaſed to ſet his own- 
Mark upon his choſen Ones , whereby they 
may be enſafed, and ſecured againſt this en- 
ſuing Evit: © Hurt not — till we. bave Sealed 
the Servants of our God in their Foreheads. 
He gives them that excellent UnQion 1 Fohn 
2. and anointing of the Spirit, that. though 
Antichriſtian Calamities may reach their Bodies, 
yet they ſhall-never be able ro do-their Souls 
any. confiderable hurt. '5, herein is the Good- 
neſs of God yet further, that during Anti- 
chriſts Rage', the Sealed Ones are exaQly 
Numbred to:a Man, - in the Courr-Rolls of 
Heaven One Hundred Forty. Four Thouſand 
out of all the Tribes" of J/rae/, 5. e. as the 


ETwelve Tribes: of - I/rae! were . but few in re- 


pet of other Nations, and the Ele& of 
God among themſelves, were but few in re- 
ſpeCt of rhole that were called I/raeiites; ſo the 

umber 'of ' thoſe that 'are preſerved from 
Antichriftian Pollutiones ſhall be few in rcſpe&t 
of a world of carnal Profefors,that ſhall wonder 


Wafter the Beaſt. 5. From verſe 9. to the end, 


yon have, an excellent propherical hint of their 
leliverance from Antichriſtianiſm, and then | 
their Condition "ſhall *_ be Wloxioun -compara- 
my, i/6.in reſpe& of her Wilderneſs conditi- 


wW 


ſftere bo ey Mech ns Md Nam, 


; of all Nations ;” ant! they ſhall ſtand Lbe- 
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3s pery, with its Dodtrine -of Merits, Indul 
Juſtification only by Faith in Chriſt, and his 


e& 


fore t (Throns and beftore-the, Larmb.; Tho}: 
it ales 1k y ' vitible, whether there , was at 
Church. or no formerly, yer now they./ ſhall 
openly ſhew themſelves,” Cloathed with: white 


Robes, .to ſhew that they have ſhaken off Po- 


ences, Penances and SatisfaQtions, and ſeck 


Righteouſneſs; having Palms in their Hands, as 
a frzh of Viftory over the Beaſt, over his Mark, 
his' Image,, and the Number of his Name; 
and they cried with a loud Voice, Salvation 
of- our , God; which fitterh upon the Throne, 
ard ro the .Lamh, and. the Angels alſo fell 
on their - Faces ' betore rhz:. Throne, and Wor- 
ſhipped God, ſaying, Amen. - Bleſſing, and Glo- 
ry, and Wiſdom, and. Thankſgiving. and Ho- 


" pour, and Powzr, and Might, be unto our 


= 


, was filence' in Heaven for half an hour, ph 
w_ 4 a - 
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God, for ever. and ever, Amen. , The State of 
theChurch, ſhall now - be a kind of Heaven up- 
on. Earth, in compariſon of what. it was du- 
Antichriſts Reign, -and- her Glory ſhall 
{titl encreaſe from one, Degree ta- another, till 
ſhe be fully poſſeſſed of: Heaven it (elf, where 
their ſhall be a total exemption from all E 
vil, and an- abundant. affluence of /all good, 
truly God is good to 1/rae] 


Chapter Eighth. 


"This - Eighth Chapter does under.the Firſt, 
four Trumpets, containas I humbly. conceive, 
the Churches cupprings for the next. Three, 
Hundred Years after Conſtantine y . where ob:, 
ſerve. . 1. Upon opening the Seventh'Seal,, there: 
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ite from outward Commotions and Troubles z 
1nd this is fo: be reckon'd among the Demon- 
Frations of God's goodneſs to them; or it bs: 


'nifies a holy attention in Heaven's Inhabitants, 


the Chriſtians, to what God-fſhall be pleas'd to 


ſpeak ro them by thts-Seal, that brings forth 


even ſeveral. Trumps , and each of them a ſe- 
veral Judgment ; it pat'themiina kind of artaze 
to conſider, That no ſooner they-were deliver'4 
tom  Pagarnſh Perſecutions, which laſted for 

hree hundred Years, but immediately there's a ' 


- new Cloud a gathering: £ 


'' 2. To | the Seven Angels, which ſtood before 
God, were given Seven Trumpets, wv: 2: to, in- 
timate God's'goodnels in this, That he did fo- 
{emnly denounce Wrath - and Judgment againſt 
Carnal Chriſtians,. that began to corrupt- their 


; Ways, and thereby, did call aloud upon them to -- 


Repent z' Trumpets; are for an Alarm to War, 
and they give'a diftin& ſound, that every one 
may know their Duty : $0 good is God, that 
he1s not -willing'that. any ſhould Periſh, but all 


- 


ſhould come to the- knowledge of the Truth, 
-Repent and be- Saved. | 


2. Even in thoſe: Days, God-had a Praying 
People, whoſe Perſons and Prayers found ac- 


_Eeprance, through the Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt: 


Verſe 3, 4. Another Anget- came, and flood at 


the Altar, baving d golden cenſer; and there was. 
: given! unto him much incenſe, that he ſhould '» 
*fer- ir-with the prayers of the Saints, upon the 
golderi” Altar which was before the throne ;, an 
the ſmoak of the, inicenſe, tohich came with the 


prayers of "the Saints, aſcended up before Gil 
it of Z Angel's band: 6 F 7 


ve 
in oof 


Tome” ſhort time 'the Church'-had ſome re- 
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4. The very ſame Angel of the Covenant, MW: 
Chriſt himſelt,takes Lune Pew from off theAltar, MW. 
and caſts it into the Earth : Ard then there were + 
voices, and thundrings. and lightnings, ard earth 
"quakes,v.5.1t's he rhat perfumes the SaintsPrayers, 
That plagues and'puniſhes the world of + ones 
Profetiots with ſpiritual Judgments ; Alt Judg- 
ment js committed of the Father to the Son, 
and theretore the Sealed ones may be ſecure, 
they nec not be atraid of what ſhall fall out. 
O tic geodneſs of God in this thing: And now] 
come ro the Trumpets themſelves. 

Then the firſt Angel ſounded, there followed 
bail and fire mingled with blood, and they were 
caſt upon the earth, and the third- part of the 
trees were burnt ap, and all green graſs was 
burnt up, verl. 7. This may be fuly applied to 
Arrianiſm, the firſt ſpiritual Plague wherewith 
the Church was peſtered even in Conftaniine's 
time ; It brought Hail with it, which is a cold 
and nipping thing, deſtru&ive, eſpecially to 
Trees and Graſs. Many Trees, 7. e. Eminent 
Ones, became cold in matters of Worſhip, and 
in their Love one to another: And all Grafs was 
burnr up, z. e. The generality of common Pro- 
feilors throughout , the World were much Ba- 
pti:-2d into Arrianiſm : There was Fire mingled MW 
with Blood, z. e. It produced a moſt bloody 

, Perſecution of all that were Aſſerters of the 
| Divinity of Chriſt, and his being Co-equal, Co- 


_ - »eliential and Co-eternal with the Father, 


_ God's goodneſs under this Trumpet was in 
theie two, 1. There was but a third part of the 
Trees burnt up, z. e. There were ſeveral Perſons 
of great' Note, both Magiſtrates 'and Miniſters, 
{Who did, gven in thoſe days, - faithfully witnels 
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——>—_-_ in all Ages. 
# to the Truth;-of Emperors, Conſtantine, Valen- 
- tinian, Gratian, Theodoſius ; of Miniſters,  4- 


were a fair Foundation, laid by the Drag 


"" $9 


lexander, Hoſius, Felix Secundus, &c. 2; Tho” 


Fundamental Truths were much ſtruck at, yet 


the Lord cauſed the Earrh to help the Woman, 
Rev. 12. 16. 1. e. Tho* their Synods and Coun: _ 
cils did begin to grow very earthly, catnal, an1 


. corrupt, yer God made uſe of them for the pre- 


ſervation of Fundamental Controv:rted Truths, 
in there Purity and Incorruption. In the Coun- 
cit of Nzce, call'd by Cenflantine, Anno 330: 
Arrianiſm, was abundantly confured , in that of - 
Conſtantinople, Anno 280. under Gratian and - 


' Theodoftus. Macedonius, and his Followers, cal- 


led mduanudyr, becauſe they denyed the Perſona- 


| lity of the Holy Ghoſt, were confuted : The 


Third great Cuuncil at Epheſus, under Theodo> - 


' frus I. Anno 431. did condemn Neftorius's hold- | 
ing that Chriſt-had two Perſons ; The Fourth at 


Chalcedon,under Martianus, An. 4.51. condemned 
the Eutychians confounding the Narures of Chriſt. 
Upon the unding of the Second Trumpet 


al bere was as it were, a mountain biirning with 
"Fre caſt into the Sea ;, . and the third part of the 


Sea became blosd , and the third part of the creas 
tyres, which were inthe Sea, and had life, died 


- and the third part- of the Ships. were deſtroyed, 


ie.Now began hot conteſts berween Church-men 
for Precedency z; and; this did quickly corrupt: - | 
the Ordinances themſelves, the Seas and Ships, 


by which, Chriſtians, as ſuch, do-maintain a Spi- 


tirual Trade and Commerce. with God and one 
with another : Contentions among Church-men - 


for the intended and' deſigned SuperſtruQture o 


Antichriſtianiſm'z and they were kindled, 1 . By | 
| Rents, PTE - - 
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their own Pride anq4 Ambition. 2. By reaſon FF 


of the great Benefices b:Row:d vpon them by 
Conftanizne, witneſs that - Voice then heard, 


Hodie venenum eff.;fum eft in ecclefiam, this day 


Poiſon is poured out on the Church : Ir might 
then be ſaid, Re/:g10 peperit divitias, E& filia de- | 
voravit mairem. 3. They had the tavour of 
the Emperors, and great Men. 4. Becaule their 
Miniſtry was in-rhe Imperial Seat, they claim'd 
more than ordinary Privileges. '5. Some good 
Men, being much wrong'd and injur'd, by the 


unjuſt Sentences and Church-Cenſures , ifſued 


forth againſt them in the. Eaſtern Councils, did 
addreſs themſelves to the Church of Rome, as 
being then moſt pure, that they would interpoſz 
tor ſome Remedy, and Redreſs, which was at- 
terwards ſo much abuſed, That the See of Rome 
claim'd itas a privilege, Thatall Appeals ſhould. | 
be made to them ; as may appear in the caſe of 
Apptarius, at a Council of Conſtantinople : This 
being withſtood by the Eaftern Churches, oc- 
calioned many hot Debates; and now it was 
that they had Wooden Biſhops , ' and Golden 
Chalices; whereas, in the days of Perſecuriofif 


. they had Golden Biſhops, but Wooden Cha- 


lices. | 
The goodneſs of God, under this:Trumpet, 


' was, in ſuffering only a third part of the Wa- 
, ters to be corrupted ; he preſerves ftill ſome, 
* both Profeſſors and Ordinances, from Antichri- 


f 


Q 


the name of the Star is called Wormwood ; and 


{tian Pollutions. | 
Upon the ſounding of the Third Angel, There 
fell a grett Star from beaven, burning as it were 
a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of ihe | 
R:vers, and upon the fountains of waters , and 
the 
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f the third part of the waters became Wormwood, 
, WW ard many men died of the waters, becauſe they 


| were male bitter, i. e. Now the Apoſtacy grows 
l highr, whereas betore Trees, and Graſs, and | 
Seas, now Rivers and Fountains are Corrupted, 


# z. e. The very Scriptures, and ſome of the 
[ choiceſt Streams thereof, which convey ſpiritual 
| Light and Lite to Souls, were much perverted, 


the preceding, Trumpets did ſtriks at Chriſt in 
. his. Perſon and. Natures, this at his Offices 3 
now comes, in the DoQtrine ot Merit, Popiſh 
Pennances, Indulgences, Mediators, Invocation 
' of Saints. This is ficly applicable ro Pe/agres, 
who lived- in the* days of Honorius and Arca- 
dius, An. 405, Or 415, He corrupted the Cove- 
znant of Grace it ſelf ; that Rivet, the Streams 
whereof make glad the People of God : He was 
+2 great Star, thar did , burn as it were a Lamp; 
he was a \Man' of great Parts and ſeemingly 
Godly; but ir was only the flouriſhes of natural 
and acquired Accompliſhments, not ſaving Grace 
wherewith he did ſhine, 

God's, goodneſs here was in this, that he ſut- 
ter'd only a third, part of the Waters to be im- ' 
birret'd, rho' Pe/agani/m did exceedingly ſpread 
through Ira/y, France, and Britain, yet the Lorl _ 
had. tilt fome eminent Lights in the Church, 

_- that fer themſelves againſt -it, to wit, Augie 
ſtine;- Ferome, Proſper, -Optatus, &c. | 

Upon the ſounding of the Fourth Angel, The 
' third part of the Sun was darkned, and the third 
part Ev Myon, and the third part of the Stars 

. end the day ſhone not for a third part of it, and 

the night likewiſe, i. e. This degree of Apoſtacy 

is ſo much higher than the former, 'as the: Sun 
 Mopn, and Stars, are higher than the Earth, 


- 
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Seas, Fountains, and Rivers; Now Darkneſs. 
does in a great meaſure overfpread the whole 
Face of the viſible Church; former Evils did 
arif: from Pride and Ambition, more than TIp- * 
norance; but now both go together : This is ap- 
plicable to the Sixth Century, wherein lights 
- of, all forts came to be Darkned and .Obſcured, 
there was a general decay of Simplicity and 
Purity in DoCttrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and 
Government a thick Veil upon Scriptures, Ot: 
hiccrs, Ordinances, People, and All z now the 
Goſpel was much eclypted with Humane 'Tra- 
ditions, Cerem-:nies, and Superſtitions ; now 
we read of building of Abbies and Monaſtries, 
. of *Kings and Queens deſerting a Married fare 
to go a Pilgrimage, meerly out of a blind De- 
votion, multiplying of holy Daysz and many 
other Superſtitious Fopperies. God's goodnets 
alſo here» is obvious from rhe Text ; a third 
part of the Sun only was darkned, E7c. as alio 
from the laſt verſe, which is only a Tranfirion 


| to what follows, intimating, that tho' theſe 


tour Woes that are paſt be great, yet thefe are 
three greater to come, tho' the Churches atfti- 
- .Qtions, during this Century, were very fad, yet 
not comparable to what others, eſpecially thoſe 
ot the ſucceeding Age, encountred with, 

A few words of Application. _ 1. Fromm all 
this we may learn, That one of the greatelt de- 
frgns that ever the Devil had againſt the- Church .- 
Was to _— Truths, Ordinances, and Worfhip. 

_ Let us therefore Counter-work him in ſtudying 
and endeavouring nothing more, than the pre- _ 
fervation of the Purity of the Goſpel beth in 
Dottrine and Worfhip, 2: .S0 hard-a matter it is 
for Profgiſors andPreachers ta have " 


SiO. . 
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kept clean from ſuch pollution, that the Seal- 
ings of God by (Jeſus Chriſt are the only preſer- 
vative againſt. the ſame: It is not Morality, 
Learning, Policy, or great Parts, without ſaving 
Grace, that will do. All you that are-in any 
meaſure chaſt. Virgins, . acknowledge the Lord 
Keeper of the Great Seal of Heaven tor this rich 
Mercy. 3. As I obſerved before, that the Church 

- never knew a more -thriving time than under 
Perſecution; 0 it never fared worle witithem, 
than in a time of temporal and ſecular Proſpe- 
rity : Let us therefore, when God calls to it, 

| be content with Perſecution, as well as Proſpe- 
rity. 4. From what has been ſaid, it's clear as 
the Sun, That the great Antichriſt had. his firſt 
Riſe and Origination out of the Aſhes of the 
Pride and Covetouſneſs of the carnal Clergy ; 

\ and where-ever' theſe are found in.this Day, I 
dare be bold to fay, It is a piece of Antichrilti- 
aniſm,” mark'd out for Deſtru&ion, by the Righ- 
tcous Judge - of all the World. 5- Much of_ 
God's goodneſs is in this, That all. theſe Trum-.. 

- pets are'not ſounded together, but one after an- 
other , and he begins to puniſh with leſſer, be- - 
fore he proceed to: greater Judgments: O ſtand 
mn awe and fin not ; take warning by one Rod, 
otherwiſe thou ſhalt know that he has more 

_ Rods than:one. 6, We ſee Antichriſt's Promo- 
tion and Advancement was by degrees, and ſo-. 
ſhail alſo his Ruine , therefore we had need of 


Patience, | | 
. ©..,- y- Chap. Nieth. ©: 
i: This Chapter contains. two Trum ; more z; 
the 5th from the beginning to ver/. _ 6th 
tothe end. The 5 hates fon the: Mybery 
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of Iniquiry as higher than ever, ſo that thing; 
cannoc be ina more Corrupted State than now, 
the method I ſhall. obſerve ſhall be as briefly 
as may be to open the Words as they lie in order, ' 

Upon the ſoundirg of rthefirlt Angel. ' 1.” You 
have the fall of a Star from Heaven to Earth, 
this iS -Borrface the Third Biſhop of Rowe, who 
Anno 606 got himfelt to be ftiled univerſal 
Biſhop, by the means of Phocas, after he had 
killed his Maſter Mauritizs the Emperos. 2. His 
Commiſſion thewed him to be the Dragons Lotd 
Lieytenant. WhereasOriginatly Miniſters did re. | 
ceive the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, trom 
Chriſt, Antichriſt receives the Keys of the bortom- 
= Pit, and derives his Authority from the De- 
VU, V2. I. 

3. You have the Execution of his Commiſ: 
fHion, no ſooner is he inveſted with this Power, 
but he improves 'it z; he opened the botromleſs 
Pit, now Hell it ſelf is ſet looſe, to do what | 
miſchief it can. Verſe 2. 4. The: ettects that 
followed upon this opening, are'theſe 'Two, 1. 
There aroſe a Smoak like the Smoak of a great 
Furnace, whereby the Sun and Air were Dark: } 
ned, z. e. whereas under the fourth Trumpet on: 
Iy a Third part of 'the Sun was Darkned ; 'Now 
there is a toral Eclipſe, and a thick Miſt upon 
. the Face of the whole Earth ; the petty Anti: 
'- Chrifts rhat preceded, did only Corrupt and 4- 

- dulterate ſome Truths and Ordinances*: Thus all, 
His Smoak is as the pmoak pf a great” Furnace 
" a complex Body,' a Flood and Inundation o 
-. all manner of Errors and Herefies : He calls all - 
that endeavour a Reformation in-Dottrine, Wor: 
ſhip afid Ditcipline, Herericks and ' Schiſma- | 
Hel, - but indeed, be {s the ' great" Here. 


/ 
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dangerous kind of Serpent, that goes wayward- 
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2a, Out of this Smoak came out Locuſts. Verſe 3. 
;, e. the.Romiſh and Antichriſtian Clergy, cal- 
led Locuſts. 1. Bz:canſe there are fuch-nu- 
mefous {warms of thzm, that were never of 
Divine Inſtiturion. Popes, Cardinals, Patri- 
archs, Metropolirans, Arch-Biſhops, Lord-Pre- 
lates, Ec. iome do reckon 25 orders of that 
Hierarchy, to. which 4/ſted fays do belong - 
225044 Monaſtaries. 2. Becauſe of their hurt- 
fulnzſs ro Souls, as Locuſts to Trees and Grals. 
They are further deſcribed trom vertz 4. to the 
end of this Trumper, the Spirit of God hereby 
pointing to us, That this Romiſh Hierarchy 15 one 
of the greateſt Pillars of Anrichriltis Kingdom - 


where you 'may mark thelz properties in them. 


1. They have power to Sting, 7. &. to torment 
the Souls and Conſciences of: Men and Wo- 
men, . . Verſe 3,5, 6. They ſhall ſo put-them 
on the Rack, Thar 7 thoſe days Men ſhall ſeek 
Death, and ſhall' not find it, they. fhall defire 
Death, and it ſhall flee away. TE Preach that 


_ they muſt believeias the Church believerh, rhar 


they muſt perfe&tly keep 'the Law_of God, 0- 
therwiſe they are Damned — and. having thus 
wounded, the :Remety-is worſe than the Diſ. 


uſtice ar. leaſt:for ſome fins, and procuring 
eace .of Conſcience by their own good Works 
andMerits,that no-Man can. be affured ot"his Sal- 
vation 1n this Lite, that after Death their Souls 


| ft they .put 'Men upon ſatisfying God's 


\ $0 into Purgatory, out of which they are',to. _ 


redeemed by ſaying 'ſo many Soul-M 


-for-them, - for - which they muſt endow the 


Church' with 4 good part of their' Eſtates : 
This their Stinging was like unto a Scorpion a 
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b ly ahd-Stings when it ſeems not to do fo: Their © 


Power thus to torment, was but for five Months, 
this is in allufion tc the Locuſts who continue 
from April to Seprember, to deſtroy Trees and 
Graſs. Verſe 5. - 2: As to their ſhape, they 
were like unto Horſes. prepared unro Battle, 
i.e. they are {witt, nimble and aQtive, ſtrong 
and ell ted, meer belly-Gods. 3. On their 
| Heads they have Crowns, as it were like unto 
Gold, :.e. they live in ſuch State,” Pomp and 
Grandure, that they are more like Monarchs 
than Goſpel-Miniſters, though indecd they are 
neither, for their Crowns are not- Gold, bur like 


unto it ; they plead that-their.Chvrch Govern- 
ment is of Divine Right, * their Authority is ' 
from Jeſus Chriſt, but all is not Gold that: 


gliſters, pretend whgt they will, they*came out 
of the bottomleſs Pit. 4.:Therr faces were as 
the faces of Men. Verſe 7:1. e They ſhew'them- 
ſelves very ſociable and affable, meerly to in- 
finuate into the AﬀeCtions ' of others, © or, they 

lead, its reaſon by which they are regulated 
in all their Adminiſtrations, is it not Tteaſon 
that all things ſhould be done decently and in 


order, that the Church ſhould have a Power in. 


Ceremonies and Matters indifterent to deter- 
mine the PraQtices of -People, how can their be 


any peace without Uniformity £ Non confor- . 


"miſts can be no other -but a company: of” proud 
Perſons that afte& Novelty and Singularity. 5. 
Their hair is like the hair of Women, Vetiſe 8. 
7. 6. They are ly Efteminare, and with 

their whoriſh Kings and Attire, they allure 
others to commit | 

Ther teeth are as the teeth of Lions, Verſe. 8, 
an i 


4 


piritual Fornication. - 6,” 


hey are very, cruel but cunning, the Ron 4 
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Wie hid ; in this they are diſtinguiſhed from the 
Turks in the following Trumpet, Who/e heads 
are- as lions, i, E, They ' openly profeſs rheir 
Cruelty. 7. They bad breaſt-plates as it were of 
jron, 1. e. They arm themſelves ſo, that none 
can do them hurt, either they ger Magſtirates 
to be on rheir fide, or to be privileged with 
immunities trom the Juris.liction of Magiſtrates. - 

8. The ſound of their wings is as the ſound” of 
Chariots of many. boxſes, runmng to battle, \. e. 
Their Church-Cenſures, Bulls and Excommu:- 
nications-- is with great noiſe, horror, and 
dread, by which Emperors and Kings them- 
ſelves have been greatly awed. . 9. They bave 
ſtings 17 their tails. Verle 10. 7. e Wirth 
their flattering Speeches, and plaufible Pre- 
tences they captivate poor ſimple ones. Laſtly, 
The have a King over them, which 1s the Angel 
of the bottomleſs Pit., whoſe name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon, deſtroyer. i. e. Though they 
have many ſeveral orders and degrees amongſt 
 themſclves, yet they are all of them ſubordinate 
to one ſupream Head the Pope; though ſome. 

may pretend very fair, yet their Offices, Orders 
and Degrees, came Originally from him thar is 
. the Angel of the. bottomleſs Pir. -_ | 
The goodneſs of - God under this trum: 
pet is in-the 9th, Verſe. Though their Com: 
miſſion was very extenſive in.having power to - 
hurt all,” yet it did not teach the Sealed Ones, 
. and to ſay no more_.but this, the greater the 

judgment was, the moredid the goodneſs of God 

appear in ſecuring his hidden- Ones from it. And 
© thusof the 5th Trumpet. | Lb gee 

The Scope of the fixth Trumpet, is to ſhow 

that Idolatry and Superſtition being now 5 
; | .: 
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ric amongſt thoſe that were called Chriſtians, 


the Righreous God was reſolved to raiſe up the 
Sarazens and Turks as a icourge for the ſame, 
the judgment of this Trumpet nor being a Spi- 
ricual,” bur a Temporal one. Moſt Expreflions 
may be underſtood literally; I will curſoiily 
run over the whole. 

Upon the ſounding ofthe ſixth Angel, a voice 
was hzard from the g- Horns of the Gotden Altar 
which is before God, ſaying, Looſe the four An- 
gels which-are bound in the great River Euphra- 


tes, which was accordingly done Verſe-14. 15.. ! 


ze. Wherzas the foremenrioned barbarous Peo- 
ple were hereto by God's Providence reftrained 
from breaking in upon the: Weſtern part of the 
World, aid kept on the other fide of Euphrates, 
now they are commiſhoned from Jeſus Chrift to 
come againlt rhe' Chriſtians tor their Idolatry, 
The number of the army of-the horſemen, were 


two hun1ret thouſand thouſand, i. e. Of all Peo- 


ple in the World none comparable to the Turks | 


tor Horl-s ; they are infinitely numerous, v. 16, 
And the riders that ſat on them have breaſt-plates 
of fire, .of jacintt, and of brimſtone, andthe heads 


of the horſes were as the heads of lions, i. e. they 
are terrible and cruel, and profeſs themſelves 
to be ſo; end out of their moxths iſſued fire and | 


| ſmoak, and brimſtone ; Some underſtand hereby 

\ their great Guns and Cannons, which Infſtru- 
ments of War were firſt invented by them, v. 17, 
And by the fire, ſmoak, and an one, which 
iſſued out of their mouths, the third part of men 
were killed, 
but to torment and huzt, but theſe do make ha- 
vock, kill and deſtroy ; Their power alſo is in 


their mouth and in their tails, for their tails 
_ en dec 45 aa 
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'ver. 18. The Locuſts work was 
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were like unto ſerpents, and bad heads, and with 
them they do burt, ver. 19. 1. e. As they exerciſe 
horrid cruelty in' killing the Bodies of Men and 
. Women, ſo alſo they vent peſtiferous Dottrine 
in their Alcoran and Mahometan Religion ; the 
Locuſts had the ſtings of Scorpions in their tails, 

* but Mabomet' has not only the ſting of a Ser- 
nt,. but alſo the head of a Serpent; does open- 
pact upon - his tail, z. e. Popery 1s a my- 
ftery of Iniquity, but any may eafily diſcover 
the Turks Alcoran to be nothing elſe bur a com- 
ound of Fudaiſm, Paganiſm, and Chriſtianiſm: 

| This to me is a ſtrong Argument, why the Pope, 
not the Twrk, 'muſt be the Great Antichriſt: 
And the reſt of the Men which were not killed 
by theſe Plagues yet-repented not of the Works 
of their hands thar they ſhould not Worſhip 
Devils and Idols of Gold and Silver and Braſs, 
Stone and Wood, neither can See, and Hear nor 
Walk. Verſe 20. z. e Notwithſtanding all the 
judgments wherewith God puniſhed the. Papiſts 
tor their Idolatry, yet they repented not, but 
remained Idolatrous ſtill, neither repented they 
of their \Murthetrs; + they killed the Souls and 
Bodies of Men as: faſt as ever, nor of their Sor- 
ceries, they did bewitch and allure People to 
their Whoriſh Worſhips ſtill, nor of their For- 
nications, Spiritual or Bodily, the Pope is ſaid 
to have Forty Thouſand Crowns a Year by Stews 
and Bawdy Houſes, nor of their thefts. Verſe 21. 
Though molt of their Church-Lands and Re- 
venues were Originally got by. indireCt courſes 
cozening many poor Creatures, in making them 
ie away their Eſtates,' for ſaying ſome  Soul- 
alles, to redeem them out- of Purgatory, yet. 
they will not make reſtitution, , they oe o- 
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4 God s Coorneſs fo his Iſrael  *W 
thers of Sacrilege, thar would but reſume an” 
take back their own, while they themſelves ar 
moſt impiouſly Sacrilegious. | 
God's Goodneſs in reference to this Trumpet, 
1s, 1. That in the management of this great 
Afﬀair, of Commiſſioning the Tur# againſt the 
Papiſts, lies upon Jeſus Chriſt, O bleſſed he 
our God that takes: ſo preat. care of Chriſtians, 
2. The Izx&s Commiſhon is principally againſt 
. the Weſtern Idolaters on this fide Euphrates, 
he that ſet bounds to the raging of the Waves 
of the Sea, has limited him that he can go fo 
far and no farther: And hence it is that we in 
this parr of the World have never received any 
conſiderable hurt by 'him, nor are ever like to 
. receive hurt hereafter, unleſs we © ſhall Apoſta- | 
tize to open Idolatry. - 3. As his Commiſhon is 
limited borh as to Perſons and Places, fo allo as 
to Times; the time of his Rage and Reign ſhall 
be for-an hour, and a day, and a month, and a 
year. 'Ver. 15. 7. e. It is exaltly reckoned and 
calculated with God to an hour. 4. Tho' God 
deſtroys and makes havock of a third part of thz 
Pope's Dominions by the Turks, yet the myſtery 
of Iniquity is not ſo much as once touched by 
them ; the Diſcovery and Deftru&ion thereof he 
reſerves for ſome others of his dear Servants, 
which ſhall be done under "the next Trumpet. 
. 5. O how good is this God, and what 2 miracle 
of Mercy 1s it, that he will grant ſome time 
for Repentance, even to Antichriltian Sinners, 
'- © that hewill fend Judgments on purpoſe to bring” 
* . them to Repentance ; extraordinary means, an- I, 
ſwerable to the greatneſs of their Diſeaſes! O Ih 
the Long-ſuffering and Patience of God, that 
notwirhſtanting of their Impenitency, and: mil- I 
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* in all Ages. ZI 
4mproving- of Providences, he does not utterly, * 
in an inſtant, deſtroy thero, bur delays the exe- 
cu:ion of his Juſtice and Wrath, as at this day, 
and if his Long-ſuftering and Patience be ſo grear 
to his Enemies, what will his- goodneſs be ro 
his Friends ? Blefſed be our God thar has begun 
to give. Antichriſt ſuch a blow by the -Barbart- 
ans; it is to me an infallible affuring Evidence, 
that the Work ſhall go on and proſper till ir 
come to its full period. you. 
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Chapter Tenth. 


This whole Chapter and the beginning of the 
Eleventh to the 15th wver/e, I underſtand to be 
4 preparation to the ſounding of the 7th Trum- 
vet, and. that for. the comfort of God's People, 
who might be apt to droop and deſpond con- 

' cerning the event of all thoſe fad diſpenſations, 
Antichriſt being brought to a great height under 
the foregoing Trumpets, and they nor knowing ' 
what way God would take to turn the Scales.. 

1. It's here in a Vifion ſhewed to 7ohn, that 
Antichrift perſiſting impenirent for all that the 
Turks had done, Chap. 9. 21. Chriſt himſelf \ 
would now take ſome courſe with him : He is 
deſcribed as a mighty Angel coming down from 
Heaven, Cloathed with a cloud, as a ſign of di- 
vine Glory . and Majelty, having a Rainbow on 

bis head, by this repreſentation to aſſure them 
that he would prove a Covenantkeeping God, 
that Antichriſt ſhall not Lord it over, them at 

the old rate, bis face was as the Sun, and bis 
W=. feet as pillars of fire, ver. 1. 4. e. In, his bring- © _ 
-ng Ruine'on Antichriſt he ſhall be OI "A 
ous, it ſhall be with ſuch clearneſs and perſpi- * . 
as de 
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ſhall be ſufficien 


cuity of* Light, as 


irrefiſtible. 
way Chriſt will take tor the accomplithment of 
this; He had an open book ia his hand, anl 
be ſet bis right foot on the ſea, and his left fot 
on the earth, and cryed with a loud voice, as 


thunders uttered their voices;,ver. 2, 3, 4 i. c. He 
will make the plain and powerful preaching of 
the Goſpel; to have a more tree paſſage throup!: 
out-the World than formerly : The Command 
Fobnhad to Seal up theſe things, may fignihe 
that what is here hinted belongs to ſome 
other Prophecy in this Book, -the clear and full 
Revelation whereof is to he reſerved ill the 
time, of its fulfilling. 3. Becauſe the Deftru- 


ſo many hundred Years, ſeems almoſt impoiſ- 

ble and incredible ; therefore Chriſt does, for 
the confirmarion of the Faith of his poor weak 
Ones, enter into a folemn Oath, By him that 
Troeth for ever, who created the heaven and i\t 
things that are therein —— that. time ſhall be 

wo longer, and that the ſeventh trumpet ſhould 

' fniſh the myſtery of God, ver. 5, 6, 5. His time 
* of Reigning ſhall be no longer, his Ruine ſhall 
-- now certainly begin, and be cartyed on ill time 
be no more. 4. The Book in the Angel's hand 
is given to 7obr., who, Eating it, finds it ſweet 
3 in his Mouth as honey, bur bitter in the Belly, 
ver. 8, 9, 10, #1. Chriſt has not only perf=t 
knowledge of theſe Myſteries himſelf, the Book 


of his faithful Goſpel-miniſters, not gnly to 
re 5 ' preacit 


t to dilpelwl# 
all the Smoak that aroſe out of.the Bottomleſs M' 
Pit; and it ſhall be'with a Power and Efficacy ' 
2. We have ſome intimation of the ' 


when a lyon cryeth, and when he cryed ſeven 


ion of Antichriſt, atter he had domnineered for * 


is open in his hand, bur alſo he qualifies ſome 
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Wd the Everlaſting Goſpel, but tmore parti- 
cularly to propheſie Baby/or's Downtall, which 


tho”. it be a very delightful and plealing piece 
of ſervice in the doing of it, yet afterwards it 


expoſes them to ſore Perſecutions that prove 


bitter. 
Chap. Eleven. 


. The former Chapter having Propheſied of 
Rome's ruine, of the Diſcovery and DeſtruQti- 
on of the Myſtery of Iniquity and Son of 
Perdition, and that by the preaching of the E- 
verlaſting Goſpel, a doubt now arilzs concern- 
ing the fulfilling of this, how can there be 
any Propheſying - or Preaching where there 
1s no Church, and if there be no Church, there 
can be no Prophets? Antichriſt has now pof- 
ſled himſelf of the Temple of God, and fo 
Corrupted all under the foregoing Trumpets, 
as has been already cleared, that ir's hardly 
vitble whether Chriſt have any Church as 
Kingdom in the World. This Chap. ſolves 
this Scruple , and affords ſome grounds of 
tweet comfort againſt this Diſcouragement. 


The ſubſtance of the Chap. fo much as con- 


«hs the Slaying and Reſurrection of the wit-- 
nelles take in ſome few DoQtrinal Propoſi- 
tions. 


1. When Antichriſt is at his height, then doeg 


the Work of Reformation begin. There 


was given me a Reed like unto a Rod, com- . 
manding metro meaſure the Temple, the Altar, 


.and - them, that Worſhip « therein. Verſe 1. A 


Metaphor taken from Maſons oz ſuch Artifi- 
cs, who in building a _ Houſe, or repair- 
wg | 


74k God's Goodneſs W his Iſracl _ ® 


lf reckoning Thirty Days to every Month, then 


ing. an Old, do uſe a meaſuring Line. Now? 
is the time come that God will have Anti. 

chriſt's Church-ſftate, Worſhip, Ordinances and 

all to be tried and examined by the Rule of. 
God's Word? 2. When Amiclriſtianiſm is at 

its height, Reformation cannot be without ſe. 

paration. The Court which is without the Tem- 

ple leave out, i. e. Let it now be known by. 
the meaſuring Line, thar their Temple, Altar, 

Worſhip, and Worthippers are none of mine, : 
2. Anticktiſtian Wonhip weighed in the ha- 
lance of the \ Sanctuary is in God's - Account 
Gentiliſm. - The outer Court is grven to the 
Gentiles, 1. e. To ſuch who though they pro- 
fels Chriſtianity, and that highly. too, glory- 
ing that they are the only true Church, yet 
their Practice pure Gentiliſm,  Anrichriſtian, 
Rites ard Ceremonies are moſt of them bor- 
rowed from Heathens: 4. Antichrifts tread- 
-ing under the holy City, fhall not be for & 
ver, it ſhall be for an appointed time; to wit, 
42 Months, Verſe 2. 5. 5 the height of An- 
tichriſtianiſm , Chriſt ſhall have' a competent 
number of ſuch as- ſhall give a faithfal Telti- 
mony againſt him. TI wi?l give power wnto ny 
wo witneſſes, and they ſhall propheſie a thouſand 
' two hundred and th#eeſcore days cloathed it 
fackcloath, Verſe 3.» The Sackcloath notes the' 
*: meanneſs and lowneſs of their Condition ; their 
namber two, their pqucity- or fewneſs, yet com- 
petent, out of the Mouth of two or three wit: 
nelſes-ſhall every Truth be eſtabliſhed : FIf this 
.one thouſand two hundred and threeſcore Days 
be the fame with the Forty two Months, the' 
time of Antichrifts Reign, as it's very probable, 


by 


by the two witnelſes cannot be'meant Magi-- 
"ftracy and Miniſtry, becauſe there have not- + 
"been during: the whole rime of Antichriſt's 
Reign, always ſome Magiſtrates, who, as ſuctt 
have given a Teſtimony tor Chriſt againſt his 
only that Chrift had in all Ages and' Countries 
'a competent number, -— as in England, Wick- 
tiff ;, in Italy, Marſilius Patavinus z, in Bohemid; 
Fobn-Huſſe and Ferom of Prague, in Saxony, 
Luther and Melanchton, in Helvetia, Zwing li, / 
in Baſil, Oecolampadius. — 6, They that 
have been called to witnefing-work, have had . 
a- ſpecial Anointing for the Work of their Day, 
Theſe are the two Olive-Trees and the two 
Candlefticks ſtanding before the God 01. the 
Earth, ver/ 4. In alluſion to the Lamps. of * 
the Candleftick-in the Temple, under the Old 
Teſtament, which were kept burning by two 
. Olive-Trees "continually iemptying themſelves 
Into them; fo did Chrift, out of his Fulneſs 
continaally communicae abundant fupplies of 
_* Grace 'atd Gifts to his ' Servants. 7, Of all 
Men in the World Chrifts Martyrs os Wit- - 
neſſes;' have the greateſt 'intereft. in Heaven: - 
It any Man hurtech them, fe proceedeth out 
of their Mouth, and devouteth their Enemies. - 
An allufion to what Elas did, 2 Kings 1. 104 
They have power to ſhut Heaveng that it 
Rain not in-the Days cf their Prophecy, To. 
What Elias did, 1 Kings 17. 1. Fam 5 17» 
- They. have power over Waters, to turn, them 
KN , 120 Blood, and to finite the Earth with all + 
<0 Plagues as often -as- they will. Wi 5allulen 
. - to what Moſes and - Aaron did in /gypr; verſa 
5,6. i. e. They did denounce Wrath, and Pre 
/Phsfied of fore judgments . that would befalt® 
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-theit  Perſecutors,. and accordingly it came to; 
- paG, God made good their word ; they were \ * 

Wreltlers, and I/raes indeed, iprevailers with 
God. Luther was ſo mighty in Prayer, that 
quicquid volxit 'potuit, he could -do what he 
would with God: 

From verſ. 7: to 11. you have _ _ 
narrative of the {laying of the Witnelfes, from 
thence to 15 of their KeſurreQion. 
| The+time of the ſlaying of the Witneſles 
is, Tx. Set down when they ſhall have finiſh- 
ed their Teſttmony, or according to the Ori- 
ginal, when they are about to finiſh their Teſti- 
mony, foer/e 7. 1. e. towards the end of the 1260 

ays, and towards the end of the Beafts 42 
Morths, which is not ſo to be underſtood , ac-. 
cording to the great miſtake of many, as it they 
ſhould never. after this, witneſs any more, nor 
Antichriſt Reign any more, but only. thus, Fhey 
ſhall faniſh their Teftimony in Sackeloath , and 
their Wilderneſs-State, and he ſhall never Reiga 
again ſo as when he trod under the holy City, 
while the Church was in theWilderneſs; 2. The 
perſon by whom they are {lain,. to wit the Bealt 
that afcendeth out of the bottomleſs Pit, ver/. 
7. 1.e. The Pope and thoſe that derive their Au 
thority from him, as was ſhewn Chap. 9. 2, 3- 
- Whether this ſlaying. of them be-the raking a- 
way their Natural lives'only, or a Civil and 
Spiritnal Death, - depriving them of” all privt- 
leges which they enjoyed, both as Men' and 
i - Chriſtians, in filencing Miniſters, not giving 
i. {om thegliberty of their Conſciences, in mat-. 


Wa ters of Religion', according to the word, or 
Ik. ſomething that comiprehends both : TI ſhall not 


- <urioutly enquize,” wor poſitively determine, Ty 
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the latter I mot incline to, for many wer® 
in their Bodies, and others ſuttered 4 
Civil and Ecclefiattical Death, by Baniiſhments, 
 Excomunications, and otherwiſe. 2. The. place 
where, 1s.in the Street of the great City, which 


z. 6. In ſome placzs of the World, . which do 
profefiedly own themſelves to be of , the Popes - 
Dominions whoſe City is a ſecond Sodom, for 
fulnefs of Bread, Idleneſs, and: all manner of 
Lincleanneſs, and never did Old Egypt abound 
in heatheniſh Idolatries, and opprefs the Peo- 
ple -of God more than it. I like well enough. 
of that conjetture that ſpeaks of Germany, 
for -it may be fily. called the Street of the 
on City, -as being a principal- part of the 
oman Empire. , The ful thing that follows 
upon their being flain, is the great Inhumanity 
of Adverſaries , zhey would - not {uffer their 
Dead” Bodies to be put in Graves, for three 
Days and a balf, verſ. 9. _ For ſome ſhort 
time they ,do pour forth all manner of oppro- - 
hrious contempt upcn them : The literal 1enſc 
1s not aogeee to be rejected z-the Papilts 
would not ſuffer Zwing/hizs Body to be Buri- 
&: So they ſerved the Admiral of France, 
with many} others in the Pari//an Maſſacre, 
and ,in Queen Mary's Days, Bucer's Bones 
were raiſed , and burnt, 2 They that dwell 
upon the Earth ſhall' rejoyce over them, and 
" make merry, becaule they are rid of their Tor- _.. 
menters, ver/, 15. This muſt be at ſuch a tims % 
| When the Popiſh party are inſutterably proud, 
inſulting over .the ſlain Servants of God. that 
had” tormented, them with a plain Teſtimony 
againſt all their. Abominations, Maſi cam ins 


Spirizually is called Sodox, and gypr, verſ 8.  - 
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7s God's Goodneſs to his Tſracl 
Turiam facere non ſinuntur, injuriam ſe acc 
pere exiſt imant. = 1 

From this Narrative of the ſlaying of the 
Witneſſes , learn © theſe few InſtruQtions. 1, 
Providence ſometimes ſo orders it that God's | 
Servants ſhall well near have finiſhed their 
Work, before their Enemies can hurt them, 
that ſo their Teſtimony for Chrift, may Live 
| rhen they are dead and gone. 2. Refor 
mation has been always attended with great 
Perſecution. 3. A begun-work of Refqrmation 
may have ſuch a ſentence of Death paſs upon 
it tor a ſeaſon, that to all war F-- ſhall 
never have a revival. 4g. Chriſt's Witneſles 
muſt expe& nothing but Barbarity from Men 
of Popiſh Principles and Spirits. 5. It's na 
new thing to ſee wicked Men triumphantly 
inſult over God's perſecuted: People. The 1, 
thing in the Narrative of the Reſurrection 
of the Witneſſes is the time thereof, after 
\ three Days and a half, verſ. 11. Some ſhort” 

zime, ſome apply this to Fohn Haſſe and 7erom, 
who were condemned by the Council of Cor: 
Rtance, that began, Anno 1414, December the 
- *8th. and ended 1418. May 22. Three Years 
and- a half. '2. The means by which this was 
brought about, the Spirit of Life from God 

tred into them ; they were ſtirred up by a 
Spirit of Zeal from God, to- be lively and 
= active in carrying on the work again. 3. The, 
We 2 ppſture, they ſtood upon their feet, verſ. 11, 
BE . Either the former ſlain Witneſſes, I mean Ci- 
- yilly and Spiritually flain, or others of the 
fame Principles, and Spirit, did openly appear 
in and for 'it again. 4. - The efteft , great 


fear fc 


4 


1L-upon all that ſay them,” 5. They beard Y 


"a voice from Heaven, ſaying,” Come wp hither» + 
and accordingly they did aſcend up to Heaven 
' in a- Cloud and their Enemies. beheld them , 
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he yerſ. 12. The work of Reformation, and Sepa- _ 
. ration, became now more glorious than ever 
I's B before. © 6. About the ſame time there was @ 


ir WM great Earthquake and a tenth part of the City 
m,  fe/h verſ. 13. i.e, When eyer the ReſurreQtion 
ve of *the Witnell=s is, - the Lord ſhall {wonder- 
I fully go forth in fome - remarkable Proyi- 
at dences and Tremendous Judgments againſt *the + 
mn FF Roman Empite, to the great weakening there- 
Mn of, Some apply it to the Bohemian War, after 
!! W + the ſufferings of Huſſe and Ferom, where . Si 
S giſmundiz had great ſucceſſes againſt the Anti- | 
n chriſtian Army. From all this learn theſe few - 
on MF inftru&ions. x. Commonly the -ſufferings of 
y MW - Reformets are: ſhort, 2. God's Spirit .is the 
[, great - Engine for carrying - on God's Work. , 
n 3. Boldnefs 'in witneſs-bearing, is from God's 
Spirit, {tanding on their Feet, an oo and 2 
yowed Profeſſion is from the Spirit of Life, from, 
God. 4, Commonly wicked Men begin to be 
atraid,- when they | perceive that Perſecution - 
does but make God's People more 'bold,- and 
' God's Work to. proſper the more. 5. Refor- 
' mation and Separation from Antichriſtian Pol» 
lations has a great brightneſs of illuſtrious Di- | 
vine Glory uporf it. As w 
Queſt. Is this Prophecy of the Slaying and : 
. . ReſurreQion of the Witneſs yet fulfilled ? And- 
whereabouts are we of this Age, under the 
\ Dixth or Seventh Trumpet ? Are the one thous: 
 . and two hundred: ,and threeſcore Days ang* 
_. forty two Month at an end or not ? | 7 
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cannot be reſolved, unleſs we are at ſome cer 
tainty where to fix the beginning of the one 
thouſand two hundred and threeſcore Days, or 
the Churches wilderneſs-State , and of the 
forty two Months, or Antichriſt's firſt Riſe, 
- whether from Conſtantine, immediately 3fter 
the third Century, or from Boniface's time, 
Anno 606. TI ſhall endeavour by and by to 
* prove that both did commence from the time 
that did immediately follow after the firlt 
300 Years. 2. It is more than probable, - that 
the one thouſand two hundred and threeſcore 


derſtood literally , for juſt ſo many Natural 
Days and Aſtronomical:Months, becauſe matter 
of fat ptoves that Antichriſt's Reign, and the 
Churches wilderneſs-State, has been already of 
2 longer contituance, but figuratively and Myſti- 
cally tor Days of Years and Months of Years, 
according to, Eze. 4. 6. Being an uſual thing for 
Prophers thus to expreſs themſelves. Thele 
things premiſed, T anſwer in the affirmative, 


ment already, and the one thouſand two hun- 
dred. and threeſcore Days and forty two Months 
ate expired ; and that for theſe reaſons. 

I. It theſe Days and Months did commence 
rom the time, immediately after the firſt three 
hundred Years, not from fix hundted fix, then this 
© Prophecy is fulfilled, and the time paſt, bur this 
3s 10 as may appear, 1. from Rev. 12.5, 6. 
» fs ſoon as the Woman brought forth a Man 
Child, which was caught #p to God, fhe fled :3- 
| zo the Wilderneſs. i. e. Immediately after the 
L:.-. | L: - - * Church 


\ / 


No Get Goodneſs to bis raed 
For Arn/wv. Let me premiſe a few things he: * 
, fore I come to the thing it ſelf, x. This ' 


Days, and- forty two Months are not to be un- 


That , this prophecy has had its accompliſh- 


144 in all Ages, gr 
Church was delivered from He2theniſh Perſecu- 
tions, her wilderneſs-Eſtate, (the tamfie\with the 
one thouſand two hundred and threeſcore Days 
in this 71th. Chap.) does b-gin. This is alſo 
hinted again to us from Rev. 12. 13, 14. The 
Church is nouriſhed in the Wilderneſs, for a time, 
times and half -a time, i.e, Three Years and 
2 half; the ſame with one thouſand two hun- 
dred and threeſcore Days ard forty two Months. 
2. from 2 Thef. 2. 7, 8. The myſtery of iniquity 
doth already work, only he who now letteth, will 
let, untill he be taken out of the way, and therx 
ſhall that wicked one be revealed — i. e. As ſoon 
25 ever the Heathen perſecuting Emperors were 
removed, and not till then thould it appear, 
what .defign the Devil had, to advance the - 
Myſtery of Iniquity. 3. Though it's true, the 
Church did not ſuffer from the great Antichriſt, 
till fix hundred and fix; yet all that went before 
him, after Conſtantine, were petty Antichriſts, 
only at firſt it ' was but young Days -with An- 
tichriſt ; in ſix hundred and fix, he was of riper 
Years, the Churches ſufferings were all that 
while of the ſame kind, Majrs £7 minus no 
variant ſpeciem, all that' went before did bur 
make-way for him ; and his predeceſſors Perſegu- 
tions are all of them charged upon him, becauſe 
he did praQtically approve: of them... And this 
is the firſt thing that proves the foreſaid Days 
and Months to be expired, and this Prophecy 
to bealready fulfilled. 2.The inconſequences and 
abſurdities that follow upon contrary opinions, 
which do aſſert that it's now a h hy'ng, or 
the futurition - of. it, as a thing yet.:$0 come, 
make” me to conclude that it is paſf; From 
| What has been already faid in opeying the. 


5 Chap. _ 


E Fe 
' 8o 


7. This tit 


Days .and forty two Months, and it it te 


When did they begin? 2. Antichriſt is not now 
at the higheſt, nor the Church at the loweſ},, 
2. We cannot be ſaid to. be the Street of the 


great City, nor our times times - of Pope; 
4. We are not the firit that laid the meaſuring: 
line toAntichriſt's Temples, Altar and' Worſhip 


pers. 5. This iavours of Spiritual Pride, and: 


can hardly be aſſerted, without refleQting upon 
the glorious Martyrs that have gone before us, 
as if they had not deſerved the Names of Wit: 


neſlcs in reſpet of us, whereas indeed neither we, 
nor our ſufferings, are worthy;once to be name 


in way of compariſon with them, and their 
ſufferings : Some do fondly fancy, that nothing 


is to be witneſſed to, but ſome one Notion of. 


their own. 6. This would argue ingrartituds 


and murmuring, as if we were {till in the Wil: 


derneſs, when indeed we have rather cauſe to 
bleſs God, ſaying, We-bleſs thee, Lord Gol 


Almighty, becauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy 


great Power, and haſt reigned — The abſurdi 
tizs that follow upon ao this is yet 
'to come, and that the forefaid Days and Monti 
_ . did begin with fix hundred 'and fix, are theft 
- IT, By adding one thouſand two hundred and 
threeſcore to fix hundred and fix, will be on 
thouſand eight hundred and fixty fix, about two 
hundred Years hence. 2. This may breed & 
curity in this preſent Age. 3. For two hundred 
# Years Antichriſt ' muſt {fill be a increafing to 1 
|  ._greater* height than ever. 4. Either all thi 
| / glorious lote TranſaRtions throughout the "a 


God s Goodneſs to his Iſrael + 
Chap. it's clear,. That it is not now a fulfilling, 

cannot-be exattly towards the en{ 
of the one thouſand two hundred and threeſtor 


3. ide” d@econe tele begs and ooh ns 
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its in all Ages. | © 82 
ve had no tendency to the prophefied 
ark of Antichriſt, or if they had, "all har has 
been done, muſt be undone again, and all the 
Nations that have caſt off the Popes fſupre- 
'macy, muſt Apoſtatize, and became worſe than 
before: Is it probable, that God has brought 
ſo maty out of fgypr, . to bring them back 
in? No.verily. 5. If it be determined of 
Gd, that Antichriſt's forty two Months ſhall 
not expire,. nor his prophefted Reign begin till 
then, then-it will be but in-vain to attempt any 
thing againſt him all this while. 
- And this is the: ſecond ground proving the 
preterition of this Prophecy. There is but one 
more, to. wit, the harmony and concurrence 
of providential- Events : Which this prophecy, 
underſtanding it according to the interpretation 
given, makes me conclude it is over ; add 1260 
to 300, and- the number that reſults thence is 
1560.. Now let us inquire a little what ftate 
WM the Church was towards'the concluding period 
{WJ of this time, or near thereupon. Ano 1546, 
18 in the War - between the Emperor and -Duke 
of Saxony, the Proteſtants were almoſt total- 
ly routed, the Prince himſelf impriſoned; Ma- 
paces diveited of their Robes ; many Mini- , 
- Rers baniſhed and impriſoned for not taking 
. the Interm ; the Antichriſtian party -inſult ex- 
ceedingly in ſending great Guns and. Priſoners, 
which they had taken as Trophies of an” ab- 
lolute Vittory aver Lutberanſm > About the 
fame time there was a great ' perſecution in 
France, in the Netherlands under the Duke-of' > 
- Aloa,of the Waldenſes in [<6 ger Anno 1545. © 
| They of Piedmont by the Duke of Savoy : It-is 
Y. #2: unknown what was here” in Queen MEN 
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84 God's Goodneſs to bis Iſrach 
days.” Itis obferved by ſome that within a few 
of- theſe Years, the number of them that ſuf. 
fered for Chriſt, wer 900000, and this may WM, 
relate to the flaying of theWitneſſes; and as for M* 
the Reſurrection. about 1559, the Work of W 
Reformation had a great reviving in Germany, 
| At a Diet of the Empire at Ausburg, by pub- MW 
lick Authority , the Proteſtants . had fre li-- WW... 
berty to make Profeffion of their Religion, : 
without prejudice to their Eſtatzs, and civil 
Privileges; about the ſame time Reformation 
had a reviving in Scotland. In France under 
Chatles the gth, Anno 1560. Queen Mary 
Reigned about 1554, and died ſome five Years 
after, and Queen E:zaberh brought gloti- | 
ous days to Proteſtantiſm in general, in re- 
ſpect of the Marian days. Beſides all theſe | 
reuments, my own obſervation of thz AQs of | 
Providence art this day, do more and more 
congrm me in this perſwaſion, however if any. 
can ſhew me more convincing Reaſons to the 
contrary, I hope through Grace TI ſhall not be 
found pertinacious, - _.. - | 
' I cannot flightly paſs over fo material a point 
as this is without drawing ſome praQical Infe-_ 
rences from it by way of Application. 
. rſt. For Inſtruction.' x. The longeſt Day that 
ever was had an end: Antichriſt's forty two 
: Months have their period. 2. When Perſecu- Ik 
tors are at 'the higheſt, then their Downfal 
draws nigh ; . Nihil violentum durabile. 3. 0 _ 
that all the Sotis'of Wickedneſs. would be wile, . 
- ..and inſtructed - from what has befallen pthers, 
ro tremble and fear -God becauſe of his Judg- 
-ments: 4. Chriſt's Witneſſes do earry on his 
Work by their Sufferings, as well as Services, 
{ nk | ail 1 


ye Obedience is as. acceptable'to God, and 
ful to others, as AQive. 5. No Cauſe of 
iſt, ſealed with a bloody Teſtimony, ſhall 
er be quite loſt. 6. The Reformed Chutchies 
kit have in any meaſure caſt off the Yoak of 
fichriſtianiſm, are highly to be eſteem'd of; 
Who it was never intended of God that Refor- 
* Wation ſhould ſtand at what it did begin, ei- 
* Wher in Do&rine, Worſhip or Diſgipline ; yet 


' Whe ftate of the Primitive Reformers was a 


Ayer upon Earth in compariſon'of what their * 
rececefiors ſtate was. | 

More particularly from theſe things we may 

ture to make ſome ſober conjecture concern- 
x the Diſpenſation this Age is under. 

1. If this Prophecy of the Witneſſes be ful- 
© \Willed about an hundred Years ago, then we are 
" {Wow under the 7th 008g05 which contempo- 

zeth with theis Reſurrection, or does art leaſt 

lllow immediately upon it. 2.. The Work of : 


V Weformation is not to begin; the Right-hand of- 


je moſt High has already laid the Foundarion. 
2. Antichrift has been agg at the higheſt, 
* Wil is now 2 going down the Wind ; all theen- 
{Wcayours of Men and Devils {hall not be able 
d raiſe him again to what once he was, nor to 
lupport or keep him, from falling; tho? this- 
and two. or- three Nations ' more ſhould Apoſta- 
ze to Popery more than ever, - yet it's nothing 
ontrary to, my aſſertion, unleſs Bobemia, Swit- 
erland, Helvetia, Hungary, Holland, and all 
1 Germany, France, Sweden, .and other parts, 


| profefſedly return to Rome again, and become 


Mmors Idolatrous than hefore, which ſhall never 
&* 4. We ſhall never know ſuch another flay-. 
8s of Witneſſes as this. 1. Thoſe were in the 
| > _ . Wilderneſs, ©. 


/ 
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ilderneſs, the ſuffering Witneſles of afie: þ 


ges ſhall be our of the' Wilderneſs. 2. Thy 


were then in Sackcloth, after Ages ſhall new 


know ſuch a mournful Condition. 3. They f 


. fered before the Temple of God was opened in 
Heaven, which is under the 7th Trumpet, c<, 
there was not before them any conſiderable 1 
ſible Separation from the Church of Rome,j ng 
ſo with us. 4. There wete but two then, i. 
a few in wp mg of what ſhall be after, i 
we ſuffer for Chriſt now, we ſhall have man 


Co-partners. 5. That very work of God: which 
. has bow begun amongſt us, I mean Reformati 

on inDodtine, Worſhip and Diſcipline,(hall ſong 
where or other inGod's own time and way, gi 


on and proſper, maugre alt oppoſition. -- 

Laſtly, The confideration and belief of thi 
Truth, that the Witneſſes are {lain and rife 
may teach us how to demean our ſelves in thi 
Day, 1. Towards God. 2. Enemies. 3. On 
another. 4. In reſpect of our ſelves. 

Towards God. | | 

I, We are Monſters for Ingratitude, if we'd 
not rrumpet forth his Praiſes'aloud, for bring: 
ing us forth in ſuch a glorious Age and Time; 
certainly if our Godly Anceſtors had ſeen an 
heard what we now do, eſpecially they that L 

ved about an hundred Years. ago, would han 


ſaid, Now the Kingdom of our God and 0 


his Chriſt is Come, - 2. Be very Patient und 


all the CorreCtions and Chaſtiſements of thinly - 


Good God. 1. Your Sufferings are but a Fle 
bite to- the Sufferings of others that have got 
before you. 2. Your Punifhments are {till 
than your Sin's deſerts. 3. Confider what tt 


_ Glorious Son of God hath ſuffered for youlp 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


d 
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82nd yours is nothing. 4. It's a moſt glorious, 
TE honourable and advantageous thing to luifer for 
 Chiift in a righteous Cauſe ; See 1 Per, 4. x2, 

Wl 14, 15, 16. with ſeveral others formerly-com- 
40 mended to you. * 5. Your ſufferings ma 
11 for a Seaſon, but ſhort. 6. Your Sulferings at- 
" VR ter 2 Work of Reformation, are for the 
VS Trial of. your Faith and Patience, 1 Pez. 1.6, 9. 
WM Heb. 10. 36, 37, 38. Rev. 14. 12. Here is the 

, US Patience of the Saints, here are they that 
9 the Commandments of God, and the Faith of 

Teſus. 7. The iſſue of your Sufferings will be 
Glorious ' to your ſelves, but dreadful to your 
Enemies, 1 Pet. 4.17. ® Thefſ. 1.4, 5, 6. 

. Towards Enemies. 

. 1. Look upon them as the Rod of God up-. 
on you for your fins of Ingratitude, Earthly- 
mindedneſs, Carnality, Pride, Selt-feeking Hy- 
pocriſy, -Formality,” Ec. 2. If your Enemies 
are any kin to Antichriſt, you need not, you 
ought not to fear them, with a {laviſh far 
forthey are falling and going down, even when 
-they ſcem to riſe. '3. Seeing you-can in ſome 
meaſure gueſs at the iflue and event of things; 
pity and pray for Perſecutors, as knowing 
what that Wrath that abides them, is, unleſs, 

"MW they repent.” 4. Abhor . the very thoughts of 
MI, 4 linful compliance with any Antichriftian pol- 
WM lutions and abominations in God's Worſhip, if . 

"I Jou had lived a hundred Years ago, there had 
'W- been fome colourable excuſe for your Contor- 
mity and Compliance, but now: there can be 
WF ne,.1 7ohn 5. uit. My lutle. Children keep your 

Y /elves from Idols. A; 


Towards _ 


. by. 


38. God's Goodneſs to his Iſrack * 


Towards one another. 


x. Love and Honour all under what Name® 
or Notion ſoever that have but their ' Faces" 
Zion ward, eſpecially ſuch as have Suffer'd, do 
now, or may. yet Suiter for the Word of God. 
and for the Teſtimony. of. Jeſus ; the rebukes of 
God upon Profeſſors, call aloud ro them to lay! 
afide their fintul differences and diviſions which 
have undone them, and to love one another not. 


in” Word. but in Deed; with a pure . heart fer. 
vently : You have all common Enemies, and 


why you ſhould not love one another I know : 


not. 2: If any that bear . the Name of Chriſt 


ſhould ſolicit you to joyn with them inany ſinful 
irregular courſe to work your Deliverance, heark: . 
en -not to them ; God himſelf does -now-ſtand ©: 


engaged to go on with that which is God's 


| Work-indeed, and therefore he yeeds not your 
 / hand nor help. | "—Y 


? 


In reſpect of your ſelves, 


7. Tho' the great flaying of the Witneffes be 
paſt, yet-each of. us ought to be always pt... 
Pared for the greateſt of Tryals, becauſe no | 
particular Perſon can at any time promiſe hit- - 
ſelf an abſolute egemption from Sufferings from _ 
this time forth to the end of the World ; and. 


it ſtands with reaſon it ſhould be ſo, for the 
DeſtruCtion of Antichriſt being gradual, by ſe 


.. Yen ſeveral Vials; when one Vial. has done its. 
work, there is {till ſomething more of him to ; 


be deſtroyed, and - his utter DeſtruRion will 


not be rfl} the end.of the World, how cant. 
then be otherwile but 16 long as:ke has any 
power or being he will he making ſome buſtle 


againſt thoſe that oppole.; Some are of opinion 


that even after ' the converſion of the Jews, | 
£4 c which | 


+ % 
£ : 


our amniuraw um = _w _Gl__—____—_—__ _—_ _—_——wO__YT TT T1RRTMRTxg TT TCEESSTTL 


+ 


jrm_ 


> 0 _ oat, 


oy Tv hm ,” 


We, cy £0 "oF Gan Yo 9 ©... ON” Gs Gb & " Se - 5 Ol 


DH will be amoſt glorious time, the Church 


will have great troubles and that for forty 


Wire Years ns Dame! 12. Begin. Nay, 


and after the 1000 Years, Rev. 20. 1.. They ſhall 


Whe in as great trouble; as.eyer they knew from 
the bepinning of the World to that Day, which 
- be immediately! before the coming of 


y fancied, that the time was come that 


Withey ſhould: have nothing ta do but to rule 


the World ; the Lord in mercy convince them 
of their miſtakes; certainly a glorious Day 
may be-look'd for before this World be at an 
_ - butt is fo called comparatively, z.e, in 

pet of our preſent Day and Times that 


teſf 


- 


Ware paſt. 2. This calls aloud upon us to'he 


lzeply humbled before the Lord, becauſe of our 
manifold fins and unſuitableneſs of Spirit to 
the Work of our Day : We may well fay 
thus, Is the Work of Reformation now upon 
the Wheel of Providence >? And is Antichriſt 
a declining? Ah; how does the Work ſtick and 


Weo on fo lowly? Sure it's my Sins and others” 


oy retards and _ Ringers Tp Whin3 bonkider 
ne t Diſltempers Jers 0 & SPITS OI All iorts 
of Profeſſors, T do not at.all wonder at what 
has befallen us. 3. Let us therefare, by all 
means, 1abour for ſuch a Spirit as. may ſuit 
ve the Work of 'out Day ; a Spirit of Un- 

nding . to know what is God's WotR, and 


- 


Þ what ours; to know whar is Antichriſtian, and 


what not—a Spirit of Wiſdom to find out ſuch 
Holy and Righteous ways as may moſt coaduce - 
tor the catrying on of this Work; a Spirit of 
Humility, Mortification, Self-denial, Sincerity, 


© faithfulneſs, holy Dn 1s and Bolgneſs, 2 


ppifir 


"OE + od s Goodne)s to his Ttae 


Spirit of Prayer, Faith and Zeal, for G q , 
Glory. | 
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Monks Bellies. Antichrift”'sRuine is' the Churchs 
Riſe ; the confuting of their Antichriſtian D6 
Arines did clear up the principal Fundamenti 
Truths .of the Goſpel. 2. Upon this” Sea, #6 
"Their Worſhip and Ordinances by. which they 
trade on ' with another. The Hirſt , Reformey 
weteſs takenup with the clearing -up- of theD6 
Qrinal part of the Goſpel, that They could 
have the while to think of matters of .-Worſhi 
which was done to form  rupoſe after in tis 
Council. of Trent, -by Chemnit 114 and” othels 
2. Is upon the "Rivers and Fountains of We 
ters, 7. e. The Romiſh Clergy : It's by them tis 
Chriſtians of the Antichriftian World are mox 
ſtened ; they come frm the Sea,and Tun intolki 
they were Otiginally bred. by the Romiſh Rt 
tigion, and are the great ſupporters of it ; the 
are Wells of Water, 2 Pet. 2. And Rev. 16.3, 


- 


6,7. Ir's they that havs ſhed the Blood 0 
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Gints and Prophets. © According to this inter- 
"ation theſe three Vials are- at leaſt in 
tome-meaſure poured forth already, only mote 
may be yet expeCted. 4. Upon the Sun, z. e. 
ther {ome that ?are eminent for upholding 
Antichriſt in 'his civil power and juriſdiftion, 
ſuch as the _ of Sparn, the Pope's Eldeſt Son, 
or the Houſe of Azſtria, or ſomething that's a 
great light to them in reſpeCt of theirEcclefiaſti- 
cal State, ſuch as is the whole Body of their 
Candn Law — or both theſe. 5. Is upon the 
feat of the Beaſt ; this may-be underſtood of the 
DeſtruQion of Rome or the Pope's Principality ; 
the 5th Trumpet ſer him upon-his Throne, the 
5th Vial ſhall Dethrone him. 6. Dries up the 
reat River Euphrates, i. e. Deſtroys the Great 
Turk and his Empire, which ſhall make way fox _- 
ie Kings of the Eaſt to go up into their owtly - 
Land, z. e. Then ſhall the Fews be Converted, | 
the Glory of which time I have diſcourſed ar 
large in my Treatiſe of the Fifth Monarehy. 
7, and laff puts an end to all. Antichriſt 
is not only utterly ruined, but alfo Gog and 
Magog, all ſorts of Chrifts, and the Churches 
Enemies. The Lambs Marriage Day is ſolem- 
nized before God, Apngels and Men, and his 
Spouſe is caught up to himſelf to be with the 
Lord for ever : The Spirit and the Bride faith, - 
Come, even ſo come quickly, Lord Jeſus, Amer. 
And ler every Soul ſay, Amen, Truly God is 
good to Tfrael, and ro ſuch as are of a clean heavr. 
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UE: Soo Goodneſs 


ro HIS 
In all 1 Ages 
ls | *" okra ; _ 
They God is good 'to Is eel, and to ſuch as. 
" 06 ns! heart. | as” 


= np hs ic Followed the wayvbPiis 
Jinks any more 5r-whethe M Profade oF 
AthGticat : 'v; A " i hor Fes Wer e alin 


Lone , my ſteps had'2 
at the : foolih , when ] of the wicked. 


| v, 13, 14s Verily 1 have bot « anſe « art m *Ctin, 
' and waſhed my bands en IEEE 
: ave 


Pho © ae. 4. 
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= the Diſpenſations of Gods. Providence towards his 


rac © 
bave I been plagued , and chaſtened every morning, 
While thus he was conflicting with the temptation, 
the Lord dire&ted him to the uſt"of a Blefled means, 
wher: by he came to be better inſtru@ed; He went 
mto yan e. be conſulted the Oracles of 
God , neſcarched 1 . | 

© ly Scripcures, he was diligent inthe pratice of all 
duties of Temple-worſhip, thereznuſe; heconſult- 
ed with God and his. Sþfrit ; and” Feſas Chriſt , the 
| Sanftuary - was the Type and he t 
theh he could ſay , Surely thou b 


thew in ſlippery 


tes; thou caſteſt them down intodeftrution ; bow are 


. they brought into deſetaticn, as m a moment ? th 9 are ut- 
terly comſumed with terr ours, as adream, when one awak= 
eh; ſo, O Lord, when thou awakeſt , ſhalt thou deſpiſe 
their image. Having now overcome the temptation, 
he pens this Pſalm, atrexcellent Proſfettive Glaſs for 
the Church and Pevple of God.inaltages; wherein 
they may lee, 1. The variety and wonderfulneſs of 


&re-mentioned ſepſe: Lalit, Tempred ones 12 
king this courſe to wait'n on d, in the uſe of ap- 
ported means, haye ſomerimeor other a glorious 
itlae ;- and'net only ſo., bur they prove the mott 
Choice and excellent , the moſt humble —_— 

| j- y, 


the Recods:ot [Heaven, the Ho-' 


Antitype) and 


| Weg 


| he is engaged to at 3- fiducial. dependance owe 


— 


| bal priſe Se boff tro 


: Chriltians; they- 
ons , their Exerciſes under 
out of. them to-lome purpoſe. 
the glory of God, the good ef their own fouls, 
the fpiritua advantage” of others., This im- 
provement the Pſalmilt made, is worthy of our ab- 
ſervation; , x, He is now able witlra holy-aljſevera« 
tian, to: atteſt ro. this truth which be did o unbehe- 
vingly queſtion ,+ Truly God « good to Tjradl.1 2. He 
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bath he thrown 1nto the Sea. . qo, , 
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| with fiery Serpents, they had'a brazen-> 
| ereCted, as an Ordinance of divine Inftituti 


*Meoſes's Prayer, God was graciouſly pleaſed to 
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tn of Ages, rp 
05. 39. '6. They had the Law in 2 moſt {o- 
lemn way and manner given forth from Mount 
Sinai, Exod. 20. O happy is that People that's 


under a Fheocracy,” and who are governed only 


Law Moral, did in a-general way teach them 
their Dury both "to «God 'and Man. The Ce- 
remonial did teach” them- more particularly 
what to give 'unto God, andthe judicial Law 
did. inform ther how they. ought _to'walk one 
towards” another; as Members of fach # Body 
Politick, Nation, Kingdom ,. or - Common- 
wealth. 1 The Lord did inſtitute Tabernacle- | 
Worſhip firſt in the Wilderneſs: Better be in 
the Wilderneſs with God's Ordinances, -than 
in Agypt without them. 8. When they pro- 
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to be a yiltble repreſentation of *God's'tmarch- 
ing on before them, upon their Repentance and 
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theirRemedy andCure,Nzmb, 21. 9&Laltly;Moſt 
of all theſe things.their Manna, Wateraut of the 
Rock, Tabernactes, high Prints Apneriſecs, 
Altars, Pillar of the Cloud, and] 40 bra- 
zen Serpent, were Typical -zepreſentarions of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and vifible Signs'of hisPreſence a- 

ly very much taken 
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